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Foreword

Meriem EI Hilali, Sungjun Kim, Samuel Victor Makwe, Ulrich Nicklas Cristina Popescu,
David Banisar, Felix Dodds and Quinn McKew

The Friends of Governance fBustainable Development were originally aptin 2010 to help
Member States prepare for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20).

They were reestablished during the Open Working Group for the Post 2015 Agenda in 2014. The
Friencs are coordinated by the governments of Germany, Morocco, Nigeria, Romania, and the
Republic of Korea, with the technical support of the Tellus Institute and the secretariat being
provided by ARTICLE 19 have tried to create an informal space for MembersStadiscuss
governance related issues.

The Friends group have continued to host workshops on governance related issues on the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the Paris Climate
Agreement

They recognise that tH#030 Agenda represents one of the most important sets of Global Goals
that the international community has committed to. It is an unprecedented effort that embodies
universal aspirations for achieving a more just, equitable, peaceful and sustainabldtfigan
excellent example of successful multilateralism. Supported by the Addis Ababa Action Agenda
and as a major action plan to help deliver the Paris Climate Agreement.

This ambitious and unique exercise represents a paradigm shift in policymakisigstainable
development. It gives a roadmap by which the UN, governments and stakeholders can work
together to address the most pressing global challenges. In this context, the rule of law, as well as
effective, robust, participatory and accountablétimsons are of the utmost importance to achieve

the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) and their 169 targets.

This is the fifth book that the Group of Friends of the Governance for Sustainable Development:
060Governance for S u s tume B: arbplementibge thiee 2030 pAgendat for V o |
Sustainabl e Devel opment: Governance Chall enge
were presented at the workshops for member States to discuss. The Group recognize that there is
an inextricable link betweegood governance and sustainable development and that, as the 2030
Agenda is implemented, governance challenges will need discussion and action at all levels and

by all institutions.

In 2020, during the pandemic the Group of Friends convened UN offi@ajserts, and
representatives from government at four participatory workshops on relevant governance issues.

The workshops were organized in partnership with-DIESA Office of Intergovernmental
Support and Coordination for Sustainable Development fogusinadvancing the 2030 Agenda
into the HLPF6s Second Cycle, and | essons | ea

The Group of Friends in 2021 will continue to be a place for discussions of the institutional
architecture for the 20 3GAbagadcdidnaAgesdaanthind Parmee nt a
Climate Agreement and their follewp and review.



We expect the present publication to be a useful input for the ongoing discussions about the
institutional architecture for the 2030 Agenda.

The first workshop looked @mplementing the 2016 QCPR resolution and this agenda has already
captured the imagination of this generation.

The second workshop looked at the impacts of the CGMIPandemic on global governance and
issues of transparency, responsive and accouityaWith the upcoming High Level Political
Forum how could the pandemic be reflected in Voluntary National Reports.

The third workshop looked at the imperative of combating corruption, illicit financial flows and
recovering and returning stolen asseta aseans for financing for development in the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The final one looked at climate change and governance preparing for the now 2021 Glasgow
UNFCCC COP.

We know that sustainable development will only become a reality if we Hevertabling
environment for it to happen. Good governance will be pivotal for implementing, reviewing and
improving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. We hope that this publication
contributes to addressing the challenges we will be facing bgeraming years to 2030.



Acronyms and Abbreviations

A4SD Action for Sustainable Development

AAAA Addis Ababa Action Agenda

ACC Administrative Committee on Coordination
ACF Advocacy Coalitions Framework

ACCF the Africa Climate Change Fund

AfDB African Development Bank

ADC Africa Data Consensus

Al Artificial Intelligence

APF Asia Pacific Forum

APRM African Peer Review Mechanism

ATPS Africa Technology Policy Studies Network
AU African Union

AWS Alliance for Water Stewardship

CBD Convention on Biological Dersity

CBDR Common but Differentiated Responsibilities
CBHR Corporate Benchmarking on Human Rights
CEB Chief Executives Board

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
CGD Citizen-Generated Data

CIVICUS World Alliance for Citizen Participation

CoD Community of Democracies
CHB Complementary Housing Benefit
CJIN Climate Justice Now

CLEW Climate Land Energy and Water
CcO2 Carbon Dioxide

CR Country review

CSA Country sefassessment
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX_L_4jJLYAhUG7SYKHRwaA2QQFggpMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fesa%2Fffd%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F08%2FAAAA_Outcome.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2i4YuF0jYbA-yNYY0GktUL
http://www.un.org/esa/documents/acc.htm
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/africa-climate-change-fund
https://www.afdb.org/en
http://cap.africa-platform.org/resources/african-data-consensus
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http://aprm-au.org/
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http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
http://civicus.org/index.php/en/
http://www.community-democracies.org/

CSD
CSO
DCF
DEFRA
ECESA
EEAC
EITI
EMG
ESG
FAO
FfD
FSC
GAVI
GBP
GHG

GN-NCSD
Bodies

GPEDC
GPEI
GRI
GSA
GSDR
GWP
HLPF
HPC
IACSD
IAEA
IATF
ICT

Commission on Sustainable Development

Civil Society Organizations

Development Cooperation Forum

Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (UK)

Executive Committee for Economic and Social Affairs

Environmental and Sustainable Development Advisory Councils

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative

Environmental Management Group

Environmental, Sociadnd Governance

Food and Agriculture Organization

Financing for Development

Forest Stewardship Council

Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization

Green Bond Principles
Green House Gas

Global Network of National Councils for Sustainable Development and Similar

Global Partnership for Effective Cooperation

Global Polio Eradication Initiative

Global Reporting Initiative

German Sustainability Award

Global Sustainable Development Report

Global Water Pdinership

High Level Political Forum

Hybrid Parliamentary Committees

Interagency Committee on Sustainable Development

International Atomic for Energy Agency

Inter-Agency Task Force

Information and Comumication Technologies


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/csd.html
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/development-cooperation-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
http://www.eeac.eu/
https://eiti.org/
https://unemg.org/
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/index.html
https://ic.fsc.org/en
http://www.gavi.org/
http://ncsds.org/
http://ncsds.org/
http://effectivecooperation.org/
http://polioeradication.org/
https://www.globalreporting.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport
https://www.gwp.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
http://www.un.org/earthwatch/about/docs/iacsd12.htm
https://www.iaea.org/

ICSC
IDEA
IAEG-SDG
IEP

IFI
IFLA
IFSD
IGES
IIED
IMF
INDC
10T
IPCC
IPU
IUCN
JPol
LAC
LDC
MDB
MDG
MDG-EIAG
MGoS
MID
MOI
MSP
NASA
NHRI
NCSD

International Civil Society Centre

Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators

Institute of Economics and Peace

International Financial Institutions

International Federation of Library Associations

Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies

Institute for International Environment and Development

International Money Fund

Intended Nationally Determined Contributions
inputoutput ables

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Inter-Parliamentary Union

International Union for Conservation of Nature

Johannesburg Plan of Implementation

Latin America and the Caribbean
Least Developed Country
Multi-Lateral Development Banks

Millennium Development Goals

Millennium Development Goals Expert Itdgency Group

Major Groups and other Stakeholders
Maurice lle Durable (Mauritius)
Means of Implementation
Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

National Human Rights Institutions

National Councils for Sustainable Development



http://www.idea.int/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/
http://economicsandpeace.org/
http://www.ifla.org/
https://www.iisd.org/
https://www.iges.or.jp/en/
https://www.iied.org/
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.ipu.org/
http://www.iucn.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAAahUKEwjqnayp59rGAhXEOj4KHbQuAL4&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fesa%2Fsustdev%2Fdocuments%2FWSSD_POI_PD%2FEnglish%2FWSSD_PlanImpl.pdf&ei=ShmlVerQJsT1-AG03YDwCw&usg=AFQjCNH71LLzSOLAFCfHlIfCbUNanDxA7A&sig2=0lxwdLfcXwiOqoJA8j4WrQ&bvm=bv.97653015,d.cWw
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/stats.shtml
https://www.nasa.gov/
http://ncsds.org/

NFFT National Council for Sustainable Development (Hungary)

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NPEAD New Partnership for Africads Devel opmen
NPOAs National Plans of Action

NSDS National Sustainable Development Strategies

NSO National Statistical Offices

ODA Official Development Assistance

oDl Overseas Development Institute

OECD Organisation for Economic Gaperation and Development

OHCHR Office of the High Commissiomdor Human Rights

Ol Open Institute Kenya

OWG Open Working Group

PA21 Philippine Agenda 21

PDP Philippine Development Plan

PMO Prime Ministerds Office

PrepCom Preparatory Committee

PRI United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment
PPP Public Private Partnerships

QCPR Quadrennial Comprehensive PoliRgview

REEP Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership
RNE German Council for Sustainable Development

RTI Right to Information

SAICM Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management
SAIIA The South African Institute of International Affairs:
SAP Stratgy and Action Plan

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SEA Social Emergency Aid

SBP Social Bond Principles
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https://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nepad.org/
http://www.odi.org/
http://www.oecd.org/unitedstates/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/pages/home.aspx
https://www.openinstitute.com/
https://www.unpri.org/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/what-quadrennial-comprehensive-policy-review-qcpr
https://www.reeep.org/
https://www.globalreporting.org/network/report-or-explain/campaign-forum-members/Pages/German-Council-for-Sustainable-Development.aspx
http://www.saicm.org/

SDS Sustainable Development Strategy

SDplanNet Sustainable Development Planning Network

SDTF Sustainable Development Transition Forum
SEB Skandinaviska Enskila Banken

SF Stakeholder Forum

SHaSA Strateyy for the Harmonization of Statistics
SIDS Small Island Developing States

SMART Specific, Measurable, Achievable, ResouBased, With Time Based Deliverables

SSI Sustainable Stock Exchanges
TAI The Access Initiative
UCLG United Cities and Local Governments

URU-Fogar United Regions Organization

UN United Nations

UNCAS United Nations Convention Against Corrigot

UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and Development

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

UN ECLAC United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

UNDESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

UNDPI United Nations Department of Public Information
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEA United Nations Environment Assembly

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNESQO-IPDC UNESCO International Programme for Development Communication

UNEP United Nations Bvironment Programme
UNEP-FI United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative
UNGA United Nations General Assembly

UNICEF United Nations Childrenbés Fund
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=2625&type=13&menu=1634
http://www.stakeholderforum.org/
http://www.sseinitiative.org/
http://www.accessinitiative.org/
https://www.uclg.org/
http://www.regionsunies-fogar.org/en/
http://www.un.org/en/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milestones/unced
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.cepal.org/en
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/hq/dpi/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
http://www.unep.org/unea/en/
http://en.unesco.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/intergovernmental-programmes/ipdc/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
http://www.unepfi.org/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
http://www.unicef.org/

Vi
VNR
WB
WBA
WHO
WSSD
WTO

Voluntary Initiative

Voluntary National Reports

World Bank

World Benchmarking Alliance

World Health Organization

World Summit on Sustainable Development

World Trade Organization
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http://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.worldbenchmarkingalliance.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.un.org/jsummit/
https://www.wto.org/
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(2006); the Principles for Sustainable Insurance (2011); and the Natural Capital Declaration
(2012). In 2021 the PRI is backed by 3200 investors (AuM USD ildénty. ClementsHunt was

a UNPRI Board member for six years (260&12).

Paul is the Chair of the Board of Trustees for the UK Charity RirEoundation and from
20162020 was the Chair of the International Advisory Committee for SOS Sahel. Cldrhentts
established one of the first environmental strategy and technology consultancies for Southeast Asia
while based in Bangkok (19911998).

Hindou Oumarou lbrahim, I's an environment al activist
Mbororo community. A Champn for Indigenous Peoples against Climate Change and President
of the Association for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad (AFPAT), Conservation
International Senior Fellow and a United Nations Sustainable Development Goal Advocate.
Hindou began advocatirfgr Indigenous rights and environmental protection at age 16, founding
the Association for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad (AFPAT) to introduce new income
revenue activities for women and collaborative tools such as 3D participatory mapping to build
sustainable ecosystems management and reduction of-baseée resource conflicts. Her vision

is to grow support for both traditional knowledge and science to improve resilience to climate
change especially for rural communities.

Mohamed Khalil, is curently the Advisor to the Minister of Environment of Egypt for External
Affairs and Multilateral Agreements. He was the Head of environment and sustainable
development affairs in the Department of Multilateral Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Egypt from 20142016.
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Mr. Khalil was one of the main negotiators of the Group of 77 in China, particularly in the
negotiations related to: RIO+20 Conference, establishing thelength Political Forum, and the
Technology Facilitation Mechanism. He was an active member of the Gener a l Assem
Open Working Group on sustainable development goals, which developed the SDGs.

He is an active member of the African Group of Negotiators and the Arab Group of Negotiators
on climate change, and he participated in UNFCCC negotidtioms2011 till now. He actively
participated as one of the African Lead Negotiators in the negotiation of the Paris Agreement on
climate change in COP21 in 2015, as well as in the negotiation of the Paris Agreement Work
Program in COP24, in 2018.who sonfeyou will know when he was here in New York for the
Mission of Egypt and who oversaw the negotiations for G77 and China the resolution establishing
the HighLevel Political Forum and who has been part of the Egyptian team at the UNFCCC

Verena Klinger-Dering, counsellor for environment and sustainable development at the
Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United Nations. Prior to her posting
in New York, she served as policy officer for the German Ministry for Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) starting in 1992 in the area of public relations, focusing
later in international coordination, global nature conservation policy, EU environmental policies
and global water policy since 1992.

From 2008 to 2012, she waseconded to the Permanent Representation of Germany to the
European Union in Brussels with a focus on environmental policies, legislative initiatives and
strategies in the environment area at the EU level, and on international environmental agreements.
During her following assignment until 2017 with BMU, her priorities were the promotion of
international water cooperation and the mainstreaming of water issues into global initiatives and
programs, i.e. the promotion of the waégrergy and food security xigs in the followup process

to the Bonn2011 Nexus Conference. During this period, she contributed i.a. to the works of the
German Government on the Sustainable Development Goal on Water and Sanitation (SDGB6), its
indicator framework and the promotion @frmerships between the German Environment Ministry

and the UN to facilitate the implementation of the wastated goals and targets of the 2030
Agenda.

Georgios Kostakosjs Executive Director of the Foundation for Glokdvernance and
Sustainability(FOGGS) based in Brussels. He previously seage&enior Adviser and Acting
Deputy Executive Secretary of the UN Secret@rg n e r a l -eéwvel P#&hel goh Global
Sustainability, as well as other positions at UN Headquarters in New York, UN field
missiors, the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP)Utheersity

of Athens and NEEMO EEIG. He holds university degrees in Mechanical Engineering (MSc
equivalent) and International Relations (MA, PhD).
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Geoffrey Lipman, President SUNx Mé&a - Strong Universal Network and the @aunder of

SUNXx Strong Universal Networka legacy project of Maurice Strong. This is a global initiative

to support Climate Resilience, related SDGOS
Travel ~ Measted: Green: 2050proof.

He was Formerly Executive Director IATA: First President WTTC: Ass. Secretary General
UNWTO.

He played a key role in emergence of Tourism as a seriousesmmmmic sector. As Executive

Director at IATA in the 1970's helped drivenaw liberalization agenda, responding to airline
deregulation. As first President of WTTC throughout the 1990's, he worked to pioneer new systems

of measuring the sector, creating CSR Certif
Tourism markets. # Assistant Secretary General of UNWTO, in the first decade of this
millennium, he spearheaded new development support systems, includingEfReF8dgram, led

the Davos Climate Summit and launched G20 Summit recognition program.

He served on public / prate sector Boards in Africa, Europe, Middle East and Canada: Tourism
Envoy to UNDP Administrator; Member EU Commissions on Airline Liberalization and on
Tourism Employment: Environment Advisor to the Governor of Jeju Island, Korea: President
ICTP (Internéional Coalition of Tourism Partners). Worked closely with the World Economic
Forum since the early 90's on its Competitiveness and Smart Travel activities.

Geoffrey has written / lectured widely on tourism strategy, sustainability & liberalizatien; co
auhor/ editorof two books and numerous journal articles on Green Growth & Travelism as a
visiting Professor, Victoria U. Australia and Hasselt U. BelgiumaGthor two major EIU studies

on airline liberalization.

Santiago Lorenzo,is head of Sustainablerféince Climate Action Network. He is Member of the
GGKP Fiscal Instruments Research Committee since November 2014 and member of the Mexican
Advisory Board on Green Finance.

His previous appointment was as Climate & Finance Head for WWF Global ClimatenargyE
Initiative from 2012 to 2018.

Formerly he was the Deputy General Director of Multilateral Environmental Agreements in the
International Affairs Unit of the Mexican Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources. From
2001 to March 2007, he was Directof the Legal and Environmental Analysis in the Mexican
Ministry of Finance. He coordinated the development of environmental fiscal instruments and the
review of perverse subsidies.

Charlene Lui, is the Research and Knowledge Management AnalysthiorUnited Nations
Devel opment Pr o g r-Gomupt®d Broje@,| AmtBaruptiod fort Reaceful and
Inclusive Societies (ACPISEhe provides research and anal ytic
programme support to countries on agrruption, @velops antcorruption knowledge products
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across thematic areas, and contributes to global advocacy and awarenessamnugion in the
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development.

Charl eneds background i s reishe hasem®kedon tofdics iacludingd at a
poverty alleviation, womenbs empower ment , S 0
administration. Prior to joining UNDP, she worked as a field researcher with a microfinance
organisation in Malawi and in Londok}nited Kingdom. She also has experience working in
financial advisory services in the private sector. Charlene is from Singapore, and holds a MSc in
International Development from The University of Edinburgh, and a BSc (Honours) in Economics

from the Uniersity of Warwick in the United Kingdom.

Samuel Victor Makwe, is a Counsellor (Desk Officer for 2nd Committee and ECOSOC issues)

at thePermanent Mission of Nigeria to the United Natidswew York. He is saddled with bringing

Nigerian, indeed, African perspectives to international discuss, particularly on issues related to the
Macro-economic questions, the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, Agenda 2063, the
Addis Ababa Action Agendand the Paris Agreement. Since joining the Mission in 2018, he has

shown commitment toward the advancement of the work of the General Assembly and has served

as either the Coordinator or a -€oordinator/Facilitator for the following resolutions:
A/RES/73222, AIRES/73/231, AIRES/74/206, AIRES/74/199, and A/RES/73/336. He was one

of the immediate past Vice Coordinator of the African Grotp@@mmittee) in New York. Prior

to his posting to New York, Mr. Makwe was First Secretary (Political, EducationCatdral

Af fairs) and Head of Chancery/ Charge dOo6Affair
He has also served at Nigeriabds High Commi ssi
Consul ar and Educat i on al ForeignAffagrsirsAbujaghe hablseryeglr i a 0 ¢
as a Protocol Officer, Consular Officer and a Human Rights Desk Officer. He has attended several
high-level meetings in the course of his diplomatic career.

Quinn McKew, is Executive Director of ARTICLE 19, an imtetional freedom of expression

and information NGO. Quinn leads ARTICLE 19's global programs on ICTs, protection of human
rights defenders and the campaign to incorporate transparency and good governance in the Post
2015 Development Agenda. She is resole for global operations and governance at ARTICLE

19 including the integration of the 8 regional offices and 50+ regional partner organisations. Prior
to joining ARTICLE 19, she worked for the largest qanofit management consultancy in Europe,

and wa a campaign manager for leading environmental organisations in the United States.
McKew has a Master of Business Administration from Georgetown University focusing on global
nonprofit management and a BA in International Relations and the EnvironroemtStanford
University.
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Claire Mellier -Wilson, is a facilitator and researcher. She was part of the facilitation team at
Cli mate Assembly UK and one of the accredited
Citoyenne pour le Climate.

She is curremy working with the Centre for Climate Change and Social Transformation (CAST)

at Cardiff University on a comparative analys
core interest is to enable people to play an influential part in decisioreffenttheir lives.Over

the last year, with other partners, she has developed the Global Citizens Assembly for COP26. She
is the author of a recent Carnegie Europe art
Ri g hGlobal Citizens Assembly faCOP26

Aranzazu Guillan Montero, is a Senior Governance and Public Administration Officer at the
Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government in the United Nations Department of
Social and Economic Affairs (DPIDG /UN DESA).

Before joining DESA, shwvas a Senior Program Advisat U4 AntiCorruption Resource Centre
(Norway) with a focus on mainstreaming aoirruption into sector programs and strengthening
peopl eds e n g-eoguptiore Previously, she nvorked for the World Bank, both in
operational work and capacitgwaelopment, on public sector management reform, transparency,
access to information and accountability in Latin America, the Middle East, South Asia and South
East Europe. Aranzazholds a PhD in Government and a Master in Public Policy from

Georgetown Uniersity (USA).

Gordon Noble,is the Ce Founding Partner of The Blended Capital Group (Australia). In2019

20 Gordon worked with the countryds most seni
deliver the Australian Sustainable Finance InitiativeSEA) Roadmap. ASFI is a unique
collaboration across Australian finance, investment and insurance striving to create a sustainable,
resilient and inclusive economy for the country.

Over a 25year career Gordon has worked in investment management, baividugtrial
relations, and as a political adviser and trade union official. In-2029 Gordo. As the previous
Director of Investments and Economy at the Association of Superannuation Funds of Australia,
Gordon was responsible for investment strategystakeholder relations, focusing on issues such

as financial system stability, infrastructure, innovation, capital markets and fixed interest markets.

Gordon worked with the United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment and founded the
Responsiblerivestment Academy with the Responsible Investment Association Australasia, an
online training platform that educates investors on incorporating environmental, social and
governance issues into investment processes that is now the PRI Academy.

Luciana de Rezende Campos Oliveirajs a professor of contemporary international politics at
UFGD and holds a PhD in international relations from PWi@as, her thesis built on her
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experience with Delivering as One i nanahaati ve
held multiple positions as senior researcher and project coordinator, also engaging in consultancies
within and outside the United Nations.

Luciana has a solid background and extensive knowledge and publication record on
intergovernmental processand international development cooperation forward by international
organizations, particularly at and of the United Nations system. She had conducted thick
gualitative research, engaging with multiple stakeholders and contributing tenfeethed

decison making by offering credible data gathered through innovative approaches committed with
the higher methodological and ethical standards. This includes, but is not limited to, assessments
of the institutional framework behind UN systemde coherence; thpolitical economy of UN
operational activities; the coordination of UN entities at the Country Level and their relationship
with host and donor countries; the Agenda 2030 and the Repositioning of UN Development
system.

Cristina Popescy Permanent Mission of Romania to the UN, as delegate to the Second
Committee (Economic and Financial) of the UN General Assembly and she is in charge of the
development portfolio, ECOSOC coordination and the UN Funds and Programs active in the
developmentiéld.

Her professional contribution is focused on bringing the national and the European vision to the
current debate on supporting fulfilling the Sustainable Development Goals globally. The UN has
to deliver on the 2030 Agendathe universal framework @oment setting up 17 SDGs and 169
targetsi and the Member States and the UN bodies have to ensure that humanity fully engage on
a sustainable and resilient path, ensuring that no one is left behind.

Cristina Popescu had previously worked within the EmpasRomania to Italy and the Embassy

of Romania to the Czech Republic, in charge with the European affairs portfolio, she worked in
various political directorates of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania and as an expert within
the Department of Eupgan Integration, the Government of Romania.

She holds a PhD in Ethics of Conflict Negotiation from the Faculty of Philosophy of the University

of Bucharest, a Dipl*me do®tudes approfondies
of the Universityo f Geneva and a masteroés in I nternati o
and Administrative Sciences of the University of Bucharest. She has a diploma in Political Science

from the Faculty of Political and Administrative Sciences of the Univeo$iBucharest.

Pooja Rangaprasadjs currently Policy Director, FfD, at Society for International Development

(SID). SID coordinates the Civil Society Financing for Development (FfD) Group, a very broad
platform of civil society organizations, networksdafederations from around the world, that

foll owed closely the FfD process since its or
Third International Conference on FfD, and continues to provide a facilitation mechanism for the
collective expresion of civil society in the FfD Followup.
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After an initial stint with an investment bank, Pooja moved to working in the development sector.
She is based in India and has previously led policy engagement efforts on tax at the national,
regional and glolddevels in different capacities. Pooja has closely tracked issues of tax in global
norm-setting processes in the G20, OECD and patrticularly the United Nations (UN) where she has
worked extensively in processes such as the Financing for DevelopmenthBsa@dviasters in

Social Policy and Development from London School of Economics where she graduated with the
Titmuss Prize for Outstanding Performance.

Prof. Catalina Spataru, expertise is the in the field of global energy and resources, from
theoretical mvestigations to implementation research and practice to support policy makers and
sustainability agenda. She is the Founder and the Head of the UCL Islands Laboratory, a unique
initiative that support sustainable solutions for island nations and iskeslwbridwide. She has

an impressive portfolio of research and consultancy projects, on energy and resource use
worldwide (Europe, Africa, Asia, South America, Canada) funded by EPSRC, British Council,
Innovate UK, EC, Belmont forum, and industry. Skéhe Pl of the whole consortium of the
Belmont Forum International research Project Governance of Disaster Risk Reduction and
Resilience for Sustainable Developmeglhe lead several projects on topics related to climate
change, disasters, resource nexag; carbon transition and scenarios, circular economy. She
published more than 100 papers, wrote 2 books Whole Energy Systems Dynamics and
Transitioning island nations into sustainable energy hubs aedited few others (e.g. Routledge
Handbook of the Reurce Nexus). She delivered talks and lectures worldwide, engaged with
media; and regularly act as expert review panel for research council in UK, France, Germany,
Brazil, and examiner for Phd students (in UK, Sweden, Finland, etc).

Ruzanna Tarverdyan,istheFoundi ng President of O0The Geneve
economist with 30 years, progressively responsible experience in research and development
cooperation Ruzanna is currently actively engaged in the implementation of UN Sustainable
Developmenh Agenda 2030. As an econommtithematician, she served the government of
Armenia for ten years, holding senior positions in the ministries of finance and economy as
Director of Trade and Investment Department, Ministry of Economy, and Head of Audit
Depatment, Ministry of Finance.

Anga R. Timilsina, Anga is currently the UNDPOGs - Gl obal
corruption. Anga i s r esponsarrbptiom support at theoglobald i n a t
level and provides overall supervisionandguadd&a t o t he UN Rdérapionfbjextb al An

titled is UNDPO6s flagship initiative for pol
countries. Anga has provided governance andamtuption technical support to to more than 40
countries, including quport for strengthening the capacity of government institutions, business
sector, CSOs, media, youth and womends networ
coor di nat e s-cortuptibnPdiferts wiinA rcbriuption for Peaceful and Inclusive
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Societi es ( AdRornérs to prdmote diobal advocacy and awareness, research
and analysis, donor and partner coordination. Anga has also edited, authore@atiboed more

than two dozen of publications on governance, conflict preveamo peacebuilding, sustainable
development, transparency, accountability, and@riuption.

Anga was previously with RAND Cooperation, a Ubased nonprofit institution, where he

worked on issues ranging from pasinflict reconstruction to health dreducation reforms in

many developing countriesAnga has A Ph.D. in Policy Analysis from the Pardee RAND
Graduate School and a masterds degree in int
University of Japan.He also brings his experiences wadgifor various notrgovernmental

agencies in Nepal.

Irena Zubcevic, is Chief of Intergovernmental Policy and Review Branch of the Office of the
Intergovernmental Support and Coordination at the UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs where shdeads a team supporting hidgwvel political forum on sustainable development

and especially voluntary national reviews as well as other intergovernmental processes related to
sustainable development. She has been working at the UN DESA since 2008 antedupp

UN Commission on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 Conference2@dStnegotiations, the

first sustainable transport conference and the first UN ocean conference, among others.

Prior to joining the UN, Irena was part of the Croatian foreign serand supported Croatian
presidency of the UN Economic and Social Council, was achegr of the UN General Assembly
Second Committee and a vickair of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development.
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Back to the Future: Inciting the relevance ofQuadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review
through continuous engagement

By Luciana de Rezende Campos Oliveira,

What is the QCPR relevance today?

The Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) is a strategic driver of UN-syistem
policy coherence anaperational cohesiveness by underlining and following up common
programmatic priorities and coordination instruments that align UN complex network of entities,
promoting the impact and relevance of their deliverables. Its primary function is to idemtify an
tackle inefficiencies stemming from UN system decentralizatisunch as duplications of projects,
competition for funds and inconsistent policiegand request and review initiatives created to
addresses them and improve the performance of UN operational activities (A/RES/44/211).
Accordingly, the QCPR is the main intergovernmental instrument to trigger, back and assess
systemwide reforms, by sharing meber states vision of how to position UN operational activities
and setting benchmarks and soliciting steps to be undertaken by those in charge.

Today, the definition of the current QCPROs &
Repositioning & UN Development System, which frames the debates over the institutional
governance behind UN operational activities, and the Agenda 2030, which set the normative
background in which these changes take plac . While the former introduced a horizaht

paradigm that focus on the interdependence of Sustainable Development Goals achievement, the
latter intends to forward a more cohesive institutional structure of the UN system to overcome the
fragmentation between individual agencies and build on th@inplementarities. This is a
particularly positive and demanding context for the systéde mandate of the QCPR, since the

focus on the interconnections among SDGs requires and legitimate an intertwined approach within
(and outside) the UN system, givingpmentum for reforms.

The repositioning of UNDS has set the tone towards much needed adaptations, introducing
novelties and deepening initiatives that intend to bring this syste® vision into UN routine,

improving UN operational activities performanaed relevance. The new Resident Coordinator

system and the Funding Compact embody the institutional and material dimensions of this new
era and have the potenti al to unlock UNOGs cc
promised by the Agenda 203@w horizontal paradigm. To do so, the QCPR is fundamental to

shed light on how this can be accomplished, offering member states the opportunity to require
feedbacks and accompany ongoing and expected outcomes of reform initiatives.

Accordingly, buildigp o n t he a uandanalgsi of the im@ementations of previous
reforms topics that present reforms encompass, this chapter briefly introduces reflections over their

1 Mainly researches of Delivering as One initiative in its pilot countries from-20a@, in which appropriate
methodological approaches compensated smedise studies and permitted general inferences presented here.
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present status and offer some insight to what the QCPR should addressafitiee st attention

on 3 subjects that are central for structuring a systae approach to UN activities by effectively
promoting common agendas and practices that strategically position UN to be impactful, which
aresystemwide institutions, the fundinof UN operational activitieandsysterawide data.The
systerawide institutionsset ashared framework that result on a comngwvernance to UN
entities, while théundingof their activities implies incentives that might reinforce or undermine
the systen cohesiveness, the gathesgsterwide databeing fundamental to build knowledge on

the dynamics behindysterwide institutionseffectiveness and estimate the impacts of their
fundingpattern, enabling the necessary learning to forward the visioniofegmnated UN system.

The systerawide institutionsrange from headquarters to country level and from bureaucratic to
intergovernmental, such as UN Chief Executive Board and the own QCPR to the shared leadership
and actions plans of UN entities countrydépresence expressed by the Resident Coordinators
and the UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks. $yssenwide institutions

amass an otherwise diffuse set of endeavors by UN individual agencie$uniieg of UN
operational activitiescorrelates to the alignment among UN system, the core anetoren
imbalance being object of fierce debates that recently culminated in the Funding Compact, whose
voluntary character demands attention on how to unravel its potential. Finally, the theneeisdh

to pitch in favor of gatheringysterrwide data which is scattered given the historical divide
between thematic areas and individual agencies, what curbs the intent to pay due attention to the
relation among them. Together, these subjects struaturev i si on f or the UN sy
structuring its governance, financing and developing the knowledge how to achieve them.

1. Systemwide Institutional Pillars

The institutional framework that constitutes the UN System is formeydtgrrwide instituions

the connect the funds, programs, specialized agencies and related organizations, serving as pillars
put in place to incite coherence among these organizations. These institutions were introduced by
successive reform cycles in the expectation that@gemvould behave as a collectivity and avoid
diverging policies and duplicated activities. However, the effectiveness of these -syideem
institutions has been object of growing scrutiny, inspiring their revision and the introduction of
new modalities.

Ongoing reforms focus on advancing changes and refining institutes whose implementation and
impact have defied multiple rounds of reforms, such as the common leadership, planning and
harmonized business practices that structure the UN system preseneeatiritrylevel. The
contribution of QCPR decisions is central for their efficient implementation by accompanying
developments and defining and requiring how they should be assessed and reported. This is
fundamental to identify trends, problems and issurespropose corrective actions, ensuring that

the investments and validation of member states in favor of reforms continues and deepens.

The most dramatic innovation is thew RC systerosted at the secretariat and detached from
UNDP that until this form managed this system with its resident representative accumulating
both functions. Now hosted at UN Development Coordination Office (DCO) and financed by a
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Special Purpose Trust Fund, its addetle and financial sustainability are still open to asialy

On top of this new leadership, the common plan shared by UN entities working in a given country
was formalized as the single most important instrument for planning and implementing activities
on the ground. Under an empowered leadership and now rdini&ustainable Development
Cooperation Framework in substitution for the previous UNDAF, One Plans and other similar
documents, they intend to incite the teamwork of UN agencies and bolstewageneration of

UN Country Teams

Below we reflect orthe status of these institutes targeted by current reforms to expose lessons
from previous reforms and shed light on existing dynamics that are necessary to acknowledge to
truly advance aew generation of UN Country TeanfSince the QCPR is an instrumégtwhich

member states not only hold accountable but also are direct and are informed by the secretariat
and its reports over reforms implementation, the intent is to stimulate a more balanced reflection
on UNO swide pilkats anchtopics (figure 1).
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source: elaborated by the author based on 2012, 2016, 2020 QCPRs using Atlas.ti‘software

1.1.Common Plans

The application of the idea of shared plans by UN agencies have encountered challenges related
to the complexity to converge not only UN entities individual agendas but also adapt them to
national specificities and to the priorities of host governmentgiandr countries. Accordingly,
common planthat are evaluated positively as drivers of UN system cohesiveness by participating
UN agencies, RC and national governments alike were successful due to the achievement of better
divisions of labor among UN ageles activities, while promoting national ownership and serving

as guides to d&amposs20l8a ontri buti ons (

1 For disaggregated data and fulbdysis consult the author.
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Common plans and better divisions of labor

The common plan strategic function to develop a common agenda and action plan warrants better
divisions of labor among UN system by settling their divergences and encouraging their
collaboration. For instance, UN agencies have different perceptions otohdiwide activities

among them, with large funds and programs with extensive filed presence perceiving operational
capacity as the main criteria, while specialized agencies and smaller programs and funds advocate
in favor of their thematic mandates (Cammp@018a). This leads to duplicated endeavors and the
competition for funds to fund projects specially in crogfting issues, such as gender equality

and environmental protection. These inefficiencies are effectively overcome in common plans that
rely onagencies mandates and operational capacity alike to assess their comparative advantage in
a given country and divide their responsibildi
implementation of One Plans in some countries that have pilot Dalivas One Initiative
(Campos, 2018c)

This distribution has been made under the leadership of the RCs and in agreement with agencies
that have recognized the adeemlue of common plans even when most of its activities were
conducted in parallel with tine (Campos, 2018c) The participation in common plans decision
making promotes agencies6 awareness of each o
of similar individual projects given the higher risks of duplications not to pass unnoticed and
tarnish their reputation. By defining responsibilities and augmenting the visibility of ongoing and
planned initiatives, common plans promote an enabling context for partnerships within UN, in
which agencies can better explore the complementarities ofganalactivities that inherently

stem from their overlapping mandates. This implies that common plans have a spillover effect
beyond their internal results matrix that incites informal accountabilities among agencies regarding
their individual activities, nderling the gains of their inclusiveness.

Common plans and national ownership

The delivery of activities more in line with host governments expectations of UN country presence
is other positive output of common plans, which are especially relevamanmel genuine efforts

to tackle protracted appeals for greater focus on-teng solutions to development problems in

the place of agendas that disproportionally prioritize stesnh humanitarian interventions. The
introduction in common plans of outcesdedicated specifically for development issues promote
this adjustment between UN agencies and national agendas by specifying outputs that inspire the
development of concrete actions. This is illustrated by the addition ectireomic development
outcone i n the UNGOGs! iDozambique and thé creBtioraaf interagency joint
programmes under this outcome, such as the Youth Employment and the Effective Trade Policy,

1Mo z ambi g u20@ Opeatdrtal7Plasubstituted the 2062009 UNDAFfollowing the implementation of
Delivering as One Initiative, preserving tbatcomesGovernance, Human Capital and HAIDS and adding this
forth.
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what has broadened activities beyond the focus on humanitarian issues ¢#hsgeveas excessive
by the local authoritie€Campos, 2018c).

This programmatic adjustment to national governments demands resulted not only from the
addition of developmentlated outcomes to but also from common plans that better explore the
humanitaria-development nexuampos, 2018¢)Bridging together the agenda of agencies that
usually concentrate on one or the order theme, common plans have become means for assimilating
humanitarian interventions to more strategic development planning. The atidagrof
humanitarian agendas to the longemm rationale of common plans prospect convergent agendas

in favor of host governments demands for more sustainable solutions for local problems. For
instance, the aforementioned Youth Employment joint prograimmseadvanced the agenda of
economic integration of refugees and persons of concern under UNHCR mandate, pressing for and
validating its engagement and adaptation to local specifitities

Joint Programmes (JP) are important means to materialize artdtiostlize the divisions of

labor and programmatic priorities contained in common plans and tailored to and in support for
national priorities. The creation of Joint Programmes under common plans outcomes have
explored the complementarities of UN agencessd fostered their collaboration by the
development of joint activities on top of or alongside existing individual agendas. They have
proven track record of harmonizing the courirgsence of UN system, promoting its impact and
relevance, despite the derable challenges faced due to the different operational capacities and
business procedures of participating agen@@mpos, 2018c)This is illustrated by the JP on

Child Nutrition of FAO, WHO and UNICEF in Vietnam, which has averted duplicatioagapic

prone to them in consequence of overlapping mandates; while the JP on Food Storage of UNDP,
WFP and FAO in Mozambique offered more durable solutions to avoid harvest losses and its
i mpacts over each of this agefoodseéustycompl ement

Common plans as reference to donors

The ability to develop weltrafted common plans, with clearer and localized goals and division

of responsibilities, has a demonstrated recor
activities funding(Campos, 2018bPreviously agreed and strategically developed systata

activities have lured and convinced donors to invest in them, accommodating earmarked
contributions to praletermined action plans. This is reported by representativiehl agencies

when asked about common plans positive output :
pooled funds, such as One UN Funds and the MDGs Achievement FOadgpds, 2018b;

Campos, 2018c)This points to the fact that there are intemmays for the UN system to tame the

negative influence of the current funding pattern over its cohesiveness, not depending solely on

the significant modifications in the predominance of-gore earmarked contributions.

1 Thisjoint programme was lead by UNBIPNCDF and other participating agencies wi®, FAO, UNESCO,
UNHCR, UNIDO.
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Common Plans in the SDG era and tiemativeoperational nexus gap

The effort to integrate Agenda 2030 to the joint planning of UN local activities had undermined,
to some extent, the positive records of tailored common plans, since many plans started to be
structured under outcomes thahast literally reproduce individual SDGs and their indicators, in
detriment of translating them to local circumstan¢€ampos, 2018a)This unintended
consequence sheds light on the need of more refined approaches to this narpsattienal

nexus in oder to create outcomes that represent global norms and local specificities alike,
furthering a bottomup approach that avoids outcomes that automatically replicate SDGs.
Accordingly, UN system is not positioned to do everything everywhere and commomplans
identify its comparative advantages in a particular context, which must be reflected by its
outcomes.

On the other hand, wetlrafted common plans have exerted influence in favor of national
bureaucraciesd6 internal sgCamgps BDd8t)Mhatiexpospthegrv i ou s
potential to profoundly contribute for the advancement of the Agenda 2030. National governments
associate their experience in negotiating UN interagency plans with greater concertation among
their own ministries. Givethe line ministries division into thematic agendas, they consideration

of linkages among their agendas is not always considered. The engagement of UN agencies in the
exercise of planning activities and acting if not together in a coordinated matter hde docsl
governments to see the advantages of such approach and motivated the its adoption by national
authorities. The interdependence among development cooperation and public policies issues areas
is not new, but their mainstreaming in the era of Age2@30 stimulates and is supported by
horizontal policies and institutional structures.

1.2Common leadership

The record of UN agenciesd common | eadership
leading to the grievances that led to its detachment from@RINbut also encouraging the weighty
investments on the new RC systémvhich now need to be politically and financially sustainable

on the long run. The appraisal of the new RC system implementation is under the QCPR mandate,
but what should be assed asdess clear and debates over previous reforms can shed light on this.

Building an RC system from the scratch entails risks that should be openly addressed, the cost of
not doing so being the reversal of the expected results of reforms into the sficienngs they

were created to cope with. The history of UNDP, which has emerged to coordinate the fast
growing Development agenda implemented by UN agencies but stared to offer its own projects, is

a reminder of the risk of the new RC system to devél®mwn agenda detached from its
coordination mandate. Accordingly, the depart of the system from UNDP does not end concerns
over RCO0s partiality. To avoid speculations o
behind the development of its intei structures needs to be straightforward, what could be better
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understood by greater transparency of the Special Purpose Trust fund destinations. This allows
member states and UN agencies alike to improve their knowledge over the new system, facilitating
their timely contribution in favor of or in support for potential course corrections.

Besides the RCb6s, the team of their offices (F
conflict management and collective accountability, helping to deiedrcrafted common plans

and support their implementation. Recently, the hires for RCOs have prioritized senior economists
and related positions and the cost benefit of this for the new system should be addressed. On the
one hand, this has the potential create duplications, since some UN agencies already have
professionals with this profile, such as UNDP and UNIDO. On the other hand, many agencies have
underlined the need for extra administrative support to effectively engage in interagency activities
given their country offices limited resources (Campos, 2018c), what could be more efficiently
cover by RCOs staff rather than by their regional or even headquarter offices. The mainstreaming
of Agenda 2030 might have influenced those hires, attachingalecisver UNDS repositioning

to SDG advancement, which are intertwined but different agendas.

Despite the greater attention received by the RC system, its effectiveness is inseparable of other
drivers of UN cohesiveness, such as common plans and addquodieg, what should be
acknowledge by more balanced and investments among them. Accordingly, the funding of the new
RC system is central should reflect this and be channeled to fund the integrated approach needed
for inciting coherence among entities.iFtcould be done by reserving RCO budgets to the
negotiation and implementation UNSD Cooperation Frameworks as well as for supporting and
following up joint programs and funds.

1.3.Harmonized business practices

The harmonization of business practices ackdéidsentities is necessary to promote UN system
alignment. Despite the development of standard business operations procedures by UNSDG, they
are layered on top of extant and diverse practices of a wide array of organizations. These
multiplicity of busines®perations are embedded on agencies organizational cultures and present
great challenge for advancing common business operations among them. Accordingly, the
preferable term is tbarmonizeproceduresvithout displacing their institutional core individuality

but to an extent that sufficient to forward common activities efficiently.

Due to the administrative nature of this topic, the QCPR usually lirsslfitto to request and

follow initiatives taken by those in charge to advance them, such as UNSDG push for common
back offices and common premises. For instanceMbtial Recogriion Statemenbf the
UNSDGO6 Business I nnovati ons GGutwurgcogoitprefroest i on a l
practices and procedures underscored by the 2016 Q&RE$/71/243prg.52). This enables
agencies to resort practices avithbut acdurhudating demandslofitheir e s a
diverging business processes, such as additional requirements in the areas of human resources,
procurement, facility services, logistics. This reduce transaction costs for collaboration across
agencies and lbegeen them and governments, who denounce the draining process of dealing with
multiple agencies procedures. The QCPR reiterated support encourages agencies participation and
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should request the assessment of its implementation, such as its impact ovesB0garations
Strategies at the country level.

More ambitious reforms aimed at business harmonization among UN agencies and followed by
the QCPR is the establishment of common back offices and joint premises to reduce costs and
incite their collaborationWhile sharing premises might facilitate the development of common
back office services and UN teamwork, they are not a necessary condition for the former and
neither a guarantee for the latter. This is illustrated by UN common premises in Brazil and
Vietnam, since, despite the fact the UN House in Brazil was inaugurated before the Vietnamese
Green One UN House, the UN operations in Vietnam have presented greater harmonization.

The inauguration of the UN house in Brazilian in 2012 was not preceded avedlin the short

term by robust common plans, in accordance with the then default approach of UN system to this
plans that were based on loosely defined common agendas. On the other hand, the Viethamese
house was opened in 2015, after almost a decaddopting the systerwide approach of the
Delivering as One initiative, when shared agendas gradually transformed common plans into
action plans with clear collaboration lines among UN entities, which have come a long way by
overcoming their initial insuladbn and the fragmentation of their activiti€afnpos, 2018c)

Left the UN House in Brazil, right the Green One UN House in Vietnam:
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credits: UNICRIio and UNViet Nam.

In Vietnam, almost all UN agencies reside in the common premises after theredoeation of

the International Labor Organization, which have classified this as a proactive gesture taken in
favor of ongoing reforms after dully assessing the impacts over its activities efficiency and
integrity (GB.335/INS/10, prg. 26). On the othembathe majority of UN entities working in

Brazil have offices outside the UN House, what corresponds to roughly the double of those sharing
facilities (see table 1). Representatives of UN agencies with experiences in these countries stating
that working n the same space without jointly planning their activiti@sdividual or collective

was not as significant to promote their synergies and harmonize their procedures as being part of
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a strong common planning decisioraking and implementation procg§€sampos, 2018c)This
sheds light on how integrating courdgrvel services is not detached from the appropriate
development of effective common plans.

Table 1: UN systemO0s agencies residence in
UN S y s Intoday Out today Non-resident
agencies residence

IFAD UNICEF OHCR
UN-Women UNODC  (moved
UN-House Brazil UNEP out)
(2012) UNDP UNESCO
UNAIDS WHO
UNFPA Lo
UNHCR
WFP
UNOPS
UNIDO
UN-HABITAT
UNIC
FAO IFAD UNCTAD
UNICEF AlIEA
UNIDO ITC
WHO
UN-HABITAT
One UN House IOM
Vietnam UN-WOMEN
(2015)

! Place of residence refer to main offices, since agencies often have offices in more than one location nationally
where their projects are implemented.
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UNESCO
UNODC
UNAIDS
UNDP
UNFPA
ILO

Source: elaborated by the author.

2. UN System operational activities funding

The reflections over the funding of UN operational activities is dominated by the debates over the
imbalance of coreandnenor e contri butions, overshadowing
forms to adapt to this funding pattern and conditioningstietion of its deleterious effects to its
reversal. The UN operational activities have always been financed by voluntary contributions,
what have changed is now donors earmark their destinations for specific projects, countries and
themes, taking out fromvithin UN decisioamaking power over resources allocation and inciting

the duplications of projects and the competition for funds among UN agencies.

However, the nuances among the different types of earmarked contributions and the power of
systerawide irstitutionsto integrate UN agencies can be better explored to cope with those
inefficiencies. The different degrees of rigidity of earmarked funding is acknowledge and UN
agencies recognize that some have even driven their cohesiveness, such as diteusteaté

pooled funds(Campos, 2018b Systerrwide institutionscompensate, at least partially, the
fragmentation effect of earmarked contributions, since effective common plans and leadership at
the country level promote better divisions of labor amdgmmmatic coherence among UN
agencies, settling divergences and curbing duplications while also serving as guides for the
allocations of donors resourcé&sampos, 2018c

The bids to reverse the dominance of+oone funding are recurrent in QCPRs sittoar outset,
systematically following short of their fulfilment, such as the-operationalization of the concept

of critical mass, what pressures the commitment offuhding compacto reach 30% share of

core resources of voluntary funding for deyetentrelated activities by 2023. On the other hand,

the funding compactatified new avenues to deal with current funding patterns, calling for the
raise of the share of narore resources that are more softly earmarked, such as interagency pooled
funds ad single agency thematic funds, which are more predictable and offer strategic
contributions to finance activities (RES/A/74/73).

The quality and flexibility of earmarked funds relate to their alignment with UN Operational
activities geographic, thematand programmatic priorities lay out in the QCPRs, such as least
developed countries, gender equality and ceggmcies endeavors. The secretary general report
on the implementation of the previous QCPR point out to an increase of contributions to
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interagency pooled funds and agerspyecific thematic funds, corresponding together to a 10.5%
share of norcore resources (RES/A/75/79). Despite the fact that this is a significant share, there
are room for improvements and QCPR could address how to fulfile thexling modalities
potential and trigger investments in them that are lagging behind, such as the lack of contributions
for the Joint SDG Fund.

The debates that precede QCPR negotiations are contexts that enable stakeholders to identify the
reasons fodisinvestments, allowing the development of strategies to address them and attract
donors. This includes shedding light on reforms funding and assessing the balance of commitments
channeled for different pillars of reforms agenda. Accordingly, therede@to support and assess

the allocation of contributions not only for the Special Purpose Trust Fund, but also for interagency
pooled funds, which have a proven record of empowering RCs and inciting UN agencies
engagement with reforms.

Interagency pooletlinds function as selective incentives that drive UN agencies teamwork, being
fundamental to truly characterizing their presence on the ground as a&dearpds, 2019c The
Delivering as One initiative implementation have exposed that RCs formal apthatitmandate

to coordination UN agencies is not sufficient to engage individual agencies and frame their
behavior into a collective vision. Accordingly, the resources of the MDG Achievement Fund and
the One UN Funds in countries that have pilot thatatmte have granted RCs the necessary
material clout to reaffirm their role, overcoming resistances, financing joint activities and
materializing integrated operations of UN agencies that have enacted a-sydeecnlture within

them.

Therefore, the QCPR can advance debates over the funding for UN operational activities beyond
the request for more balanced of core and-care contributions by casting attention and
requesting investments on mechanisms that foment agencies cohesiyeoedsry earmarked
funding deleterious effects.

3. Systemwide data

The gather and analysis of systande data is fundamental not only build trust through
transparency, maintaining and inciting further engagements and investments in reforms by
member states and UN bureaucracies alike, but also to create and embed a-vgigltem
organizational culture across UN agencies. Accordingly, there must be a systematic gathering of
systemwide data instead of the current demainven paradigm, such as the regaesf QCPR

for reports to be deliver in very short notice in time for the next ECOSOC operational for
development segment and UN General Assembly. The effort to develop tools that continuously
raise these data lead to efficiency gains in the long run.repased on readily available data

can concentrate on their analysis rather than on juxtaposing and organizing scattered data.

The lack of common definitions and shared classifications among UN system entities defies the
gathering of systerwide data, thie quality depending on the alignment of categorization
methodologies across UN agencies, while their analytical added value is contingent to their
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repositories accessibilifCampos, 2018d)Thus the QCPR should incite and welcome initiates

that forward tandards for agencies reporting of their activities, such as the data cube initiative
forwarded by UNSDG and CEB that improve the quality of UN financial information. On the
other hand, is necessary to continuously revamp existing databases and create indine with
emerging demands. For instance, providing desegregated data of the Special Purpose Trust Fund
expenditures would help assess the added value of its allocations.

The available data of the new RC system expenditures informs the amourntlaats in the

DCO and the allocations by country, but disaggregating by the nature of expenses, such as with
staff and personal or other general operating cost, can be informative. This could be easily done
by breaking down expenditures under UNSDG budtpegories. The access to this data
contributes for the assessment and development of this new system, being relevant to avoid and
address imbalances of investments in reforms, since the effective performance of RCs in favor of
UN cohesiveness is not ispéd from other systemwide institutions and funding modalities that

also need investments to be effective.

Accordingly, the QCPR should request an approach to data that allow the continuous assessment
of the overall status of UN system institutional framoek and the performance of its operational
activities, addressing the relation between them, what includes but is not limited to the
implementation of the Repositioning of UNDS. This systematize information and clarifies UN
added value as a system, enggginember states and individual agencies that are not fully aware

of the advantages of a systewide approach. In this effort, credible data is fundamental to
maintain reforms momentum, being better understood if presented alongside practical examples
of existing inefficiencies reforms intend to tackle and efficiency gains they have promoted.

Final Remarks

This chapter builds on research of the implementation of previous reforms of UN system to present
pervasive dynamics behind UN operational activities that should inform the assessment of current
reforms by the QCPR. The chapter underlines siyatemwide institutionsthat structure UN
system reinforce each other and that the effectiveness of the common leadership for harmonizing
UN countrypresence, materialized by the new RC system, is attached toraféld common

plans and interagency pooled funds,ichh however, are not receiving the same attention and
investments.

Robust common plans have had significant positive outputs, from better divisions of labor among

UN agencies to promoting national ownership of UN operational activities and guiding the

al ocation of donorsodé contributions. Better di\
agencies operational capacities or thematic mandate as the criteria to distribute responsibilities,
avoiding duplicated projects and inciting collaboratiomoag UN agencies through joint
programmes. The alignment of common plans outcomes to national governments agendas fostered
their ownership, unravelling the developménimanitarian nexus of UN operational activities by

inciting adaptations of the proliflitumanitarian agenda of UN agencies to host countries urge for
developedrelated activities. Clearer structured action plans have attracted donors, which have
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financed joint activities developed under common plans outcomes and taming earmarked

contributionsdeleterious effects. However, such potent plans demanded draining procedures,

agencies with little resources struggling and resorting to their regional or headquarters bureaus for
back office support, which sometimes was provided by RCs, previouslycbgkeéNDP.

The Agenda 2030 and the UNDS Repositioning have introduced incentives that have hinder some
of these previous reforms positive records. On the one hand, the integration of the Agenda 2030
to common plans have often resulted in outcomes thatredically reproduce SDGs, weakening

their tailoring to national specificities. On the other hand, the funding of the new RC system
concentrates high investments, while contributions to interagency pooled funds, such as SDG
Fund, are below expectations, athcontrasts with their proven record to incite coherence by
providing material clout to empower RCs and serving as selective incentives to engage UN.
Against this backdrop, in order to assess the possibility of the new RC system to address these
gaps, thechapter suggests that the QCPR requests quality data over UN system operational
activities and reforms, such as disaggregated data over the new system funding, raising more
specific topics in the body of the text.
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North-South and SouthSouth cooperation: comparative advantages in accelerating the
implementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development
By Meriem EI Hilali

Since the advent of the 2tentury, the international community has realized that different forms

of international cooperation are essential to accelerate sustainable develapthenimplement
policies adapted to various regional and national needs. These forms of cooperation include North
South cooperation (NSC), but also include Sebuth cooperation (SSC) and triangular
cooperation (TrC) that involve a bigger range of shakaers from the Global south.

In fact, triangular cooperation was first conceived in the context of dissatisfaction with what was
seen as a paternalistic model of NeBbuth development assistance, while recognizing the strong
developmental value of tecital cooperation among developing countries. At its core was the
need for mechanisms that would harness the comparative advantages of both NSC and SSC as
perceived by developing countries, while reinforcing principles of ownership, voluntary
contributionsand solidarity among actors of the global South. As such, it enables linking
international actors from developed and emerging economies, in order to cross fertilize experience,
reinforce technical assistance and diversify the logic of cooperation fréemedif protagonists.

Therefore, Souttsouth and triangular cooperation does not necessarily constitute an alternative
to North-South cooperation, which remains complementary to it and continues to be a major source
of funding and technical assistance. birdy SSC cooperation, countries of the South identify to
partnership among equals, based on solidarity and guided by the principles of respect for national
sovereignty and ownership. These principles are howadays seen as very important in scaling up
international cooperation towards the global emerging South.

International gatherings such as the United Nations HH&rel Conference on Southouth
Cooperation of 2009 in NairobiKenya, and the Second Higlhevel UN Conference on South

South Cooperation known aBAPA+40 in Buenos Airefrgentin®, have recognized the
potential of SSC and TrC to achieve and accelerate the implementation of the sustainable
development goals. The outcomes documents of both UN conferences invite developeescountri

to expand their participation in triangular arrangements. It also encourages developing countries
to assess the effectiveness of SSC and TrC and to promote the development of methodologies and
statistics to enhance national coordination mechanismsasidhte lessons learned to that end.

In order to illustrate the richness of this cooperation and the diversity of forces and actors that it
invol ves, It is relevant to |l ook closely at M
its approach to amke of SSC a driver for the emergence of a new Africa. Through its SSC schemes,
Morocco also interacts more widely with Latin America and benefits from its expertise,
particularly in the field of social policies.

First African investor in West Africa arBecond African investor in the continent, Morocco has
been expanding to African mark&tsSectors such as banking, insurance, telephony, mining,
construction and social housing are illustrative of this dynamic.

1 Nairobi Outcome Document https://www.un.org/press/en/2009/dev2781.doc.htm

2 BAPA+40- UNOSSC- United Nations Office forSoutBout h www. unsout hsouth.org U be
32020 Economic and financial report accompanying the Moroccan finance bill for the 2020 financial year.
Moroccobs exports to the c oragefioreach2.1lbilionewosby 13% on an a
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Moreover, Morocco has been focusing increglsi on policy support and strategies for sustainable
devel opment through the APl an Maroc Verto, wi
System for Agricultural Impacts of Climate Change namely through initiatives such as the AAA
(Adaptation of Aft can Agricul ture) and SSS (Sustainabi
support for SSC in Agriculture and Fisheries in various countries of the Sahel region through
public-private trust funds, aims to end hunger in various African countries espétidile Sahel,

by supporting sustainable agricultural production and improving natural resources management.

Concerning migration for development, Morocco has been pursuing a holistic migration policy for
several years, reinforced by the adoption of tiNe@lobal Pact for Migration in 2019, known as

the Marrakech Compact. As a bridge between Europe andahdran Africa, Morocco uses
North South, Sout®outh and triangular cooperation to strengthen Morocco's relations with its 5
million nationals living &road and to promote the integration of over 800 000 migrants at national
level. This Moroccan migration policy goes haimdhand with increasing SouBouth mobility.

Owing to its migratory SoutSouth and triangular cooperation, Morocco has mobiliz48
million euros to address irregular migration and another 182 million euros to support job creation
and other services. As more sB8haharan African migrants find themselves stuck, those unwilling
or unable to return to their origin countries and thoke tave failed to reach European borders
have become a familiar presence in many Moroccan cities, most living in irregular status.

On a more global level, the last two decades have been marked by the two biggest economic
recessions since the Second WorldnAThe collapse of the international financial system in 2008
followed by the COVIDB19 multidimensional crisis in 2020 imposed international austerity
policies, leading to reconsidering more than sixty years of solidarity and development aid by the
counties of the North towards developing economies.

International economic crises often have social and political implications inside countries and
impact profoundly development aid cooperation. As such, they contribute to the reduction of the
North-South predminance which prevailed before. Under conditions of austerity, development
partners face a difficulty in meeting their commitments to finance an increasing number of
development projects in the South.

For all these reasons, the exponential development of Smutth and triangular cooperation
enable to diversify sources of financing, when developed countries are not as generous in
transferring funds for development programs in favor of countries @dh#h.

Over the years, several countries of the South have also accumulated national expertise in several
areas of economic governance and public affairs, coupled with a political ambition that gives them
the means to build enhanced cooperation with atbentries of the South. Although it is difficult

to properly measure the level of aid between countries in the South, indicators show that emerging
providers of development aid such as China, Brazil, India and Russia pay special attention to
building infrastructure and investing in production sectors in developing economies.

Unlike donor countries in the North, most countries in the South do not impose political
conditionalities. At the same time, aid from southern countries is far from being disirdereste
despite emphasizing the principle of Aoterference, which is well established in cooperation
between southern countries. As a result, S@ahth cooperation is often attached to different

! National Survey on International Migration 262819, July 2026 HCP
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conditions, including incentives to purchase equipment frarstipplier country, the use of its
workforce and the use of its national companies.

It is clear that the multipolar world of today depends on the weight of economic and financial
relations, which de facto establishes the rules of interrelationships ¢hsddleties of the North
maintain with the societies of the South. This accelerated globalization is inevitable and it is not
limited to economic interdependencies. Global trends are also changing and ecological concerns
are making new generations rediseovhe interlinkages between economic growth, human
development and nature.

To sum up, Soutsouth cooperation is not in a trajectory of total rupture with the practices of
North-South cooperation, because economic and political interests are almost latkeg to the
granting of Development Assistance. At the same time, Nootlth, SouttSouth and triangular
cooperation, whenever they are well managed and oriented towards productive fields, they tend to
generate very positive results to acceleratentipdementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable
development away from the old logic of assistantship and development from above.
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An Unhealthy Silence: Openness and thError! Use the Home tab to apply Document name to
the text that you want to appear here.

By David Banisar

AThis is a time when, more than ever, governim
and accountable to the people they are seekin

UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres, April 2020

Ensuring the publicds right to i nflOpandemici on i s
Governments across the world are making difficult decisions about how to respond to the-COVID

19 outbreak. Beinga@n hel ps ensure public trust and acc:
It also makes the public more aware of the situation and act accordingly to protect themselves and
their communities. Furthermore, it enables people, scientists and other ¢asmstinise and

propose improvements to these decisions; journalists and elected representatives to examine
official statements and actions from a more informed perspective; and countries to share and learn
from each otherdéds experiences.

However, insteasf being open, in responding to the COVID outbreak, many governments

have taken measures that limit access to information held by public bodies relating to the pandemic
and other crucial areas of public interest. The secrecy is everywhere: deatitgnafand lack

of equipment for health care workers have been covered up and statistics manipulated, subsidies
for large companies have been closed from public scrutiny, contracts for vital equipment have been
given to politicallyconnected groups and kégrms of vaccine contracts are hidden, shadowy
groups have been offering science advice, and telecommunications companies and new mobile
apps are collecting information on people without revealing what they are collecting and how the
data is being used.

At the same time, right to information and other open government laws have been hobbled and
state leaders trying to deflect criticism are claiming information about the crisis is classified.
Whistleblowers and journalists have been harassed and arrestegdaling problems, accused

of releasing Afake newso in the absence of go

These | imitations violate international right:
health. Complicating the problem is a gap in the int@nat level is the International Health
Regulations, where the default is on public secrecy between states, and a lack of guidance and
recommendations on how states should make information publicly available from the World

1UN, We Are All in This Together: Human Rights and COVID Response and Recovery, 23 April 2020,
https://www.un.org/en/ueoronaviruscommunicationgdeam/weareall-togetherhumanrightsandcovid-19-
responseand
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Health Organisation. While the Whand World Health Assembly have more recently sought to
address some of these gaps, much more needs to be done.

Why Access to Information is Important

The reduction in the publicds right to know
counterprodutive to the effort in combating the COVIID9 outbreaK the right to information is

crucial for ensuring public awareness and trust, fighting misinformation, ensuring accountability

as well as developing and monitoring implementation of public policieschansolving the crisis.

It is crucial that the right to information is maintained during the emergency as much as possible.

When the public knows what the government is doing to address the pandemic, it builds trust,
brings more awareness, and opens aodue with the institutions that will result in better
behaviours from society. This is extraordinarily important because intrusive measures to limit free
movement and association and prevent social gatherings are not be accepted unless clearly
explainedo the publict

Public access to information facilit-aékemg t he |
processes that affect their lives by encouraging informed participation and debate. Ensuring this

external accountability is essential.eTWIN SecretanGe ner a | has said, AAut h
open and transparent in their decismma ki ng and willing to |3sten t

Billions of dollars are now being committed by governments worldwide to purchase goods and
services, vaccines, and to support businesses and communities. Transparency about the
justification for, allocation of, and the results of this extraordinary expenditure is essential to
provide oversight, ensure that it is used fairly and wisely, and to avaigption.

Reliable, accurate, and accessible information about the pandemic is also essential to reducing the
risk of transmission of the virus especially when there is no available treatments and a lack of
equipment so more of the burden of preventioragsel on public response and cooperation.

It is an essential precaution against the dangers of disinformation, whether malicious or merely ill
informed. Disinformation can dangerously harm such groups even further because they do not
have the necessary armation to regulate their conducts accordingly. The UN Secretary General

and the Director General of the WHO has warned that misinformation about the virus, equipment
use, and vaccines has become an #l nf ddté&ini co wl

1 See e.g. French, Enhancing the legitimacy of locatgument pandemic influenza planning through transparency
and public engagement. Public Administration Review, 72&3,264.(2011); Olcer, S., Yilmaaslan, Y. &

Brzoska, P. Lay perspectives on social distancing and other official recommendationsuéatibnsgn the time of
COVID-19: a qualitative study of social media posts. BMC Public Health 20, 963 (2020).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s1288%0-090795; Ryan MJ, GilesVernick T, Graham JEechnologies of trust in

epidemic response: openness, reflexivity and accountability during théZIBIEbola outbreak in West Africa

BMJ Global Health 2019;4:e001272.

2 |bid, We Are All In This Together.

3WHO, Statement, Call for Action: Managing tlrdddemic, 11 December 2020.
https://www.who.int/news/item/212-2020-call-for-actionmanaginethe-infodemic
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Openness Requirements and Gaps in International Law

The right to access to information is a fundamental component of the right to freedom of
expression, as enshrined in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of HumanRigttéwrticle

19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Righthis encompasses the right of
individuals to seek, receive, and impart information. The UN Human Rights Committee in General
Comment 34 has specified that states should pragipublish information of public interest and

take steps to facilitate access to information held by public bodies, including by passing freedom
of information legislatiors.

International human rights law on the right to health also imposes requiramesittes to ensure

public access to informatichArticle 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cul tur al Rights (I CESCR) states that everyone
attainable standard of physical and mental heahThedUN Committee on Economic, Social and

Cul tur al Rights declared in Gener al Comment N
and dependent upon the realization of other ht
whichitcmsi ders as addressing fAintegral component
Aprovide education and access to information
communi ty, including met hods®ThefConpnitee motedina ng an
footnote that #AThis gener al comment gives par
of the speci al i mportance of this issue in re

Right to Health has found that states have amgatibn to inform the public in public health
emergencies that fAan effective emergency resp
useful, timely, truthful, consistendt and appr

Experts from the UN, # InterAmerican Commission for Human Rights (IACHR), and the
Organization for Security and @iperation in Europe (OSCE) Representative on Freedom of the
Medi a have also stressed the importance of 't he
hedth depends not only on readily accessible health care. It also depends on access to accurate

L UN, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, &t& 19,https://www.un.org/en/universaleclaratiorhuman
rights/

2 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, Aticle 19,https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx

3 UN Human Rights Committee, General comment No. 34,
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/gc34.pdf

4 ARTICLE 19, A healthy knowledge: Right to information and the right &ithe27 September 2012,
https://www.article19.org/resources/healkryowledgeright-informationright-health/

5 UN, International Covenant on Econom8ncial and Cultural Rights, Article 12,
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1976/01/19760103%300820PM/Ch_IV_03.pdf

8 OHCHR, Committee on Economic, Sociald Cultural Rights (CESCR) general comment no. 14: The right to the
highest attainable standard of health (Art. 12), 11 August 206%://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf

7“UN Human Ridnts Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover. Addendum: Mission to Japan,
A/HRC/23/41/Add.3, 31 July 2013,
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/SessioHERIIA3-41-Add3_en.pdf
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information about the nature of the threats &
oneds c onTmuWNi Special Rapporteur for Freedom of expsei on says #Al n
circumstances, information saves |ivésé censo

However, a significant transparency gap still remains in the leading agreements on health. Under

the International Health Regulatisn adopted in 2005, governments are required to provide
information to the WHO in a crisis, without any equivalent obligation to inform their own citizens.

The WHO can only make this informatigublic if they receive the information from additional

sources or consult with the Member Statéven after several pandemics in the last two decades,

the WHO has no publicly available guidelines on what states should publish, which has led to vast
discrepancies and confusion between states as they report on testing, infection and mortality rates,
using different definitions and criteria for reportihgo say nothing of guiding states on what they

reveal about their health spending. At most, the WHO Risk Communication guides give advice on
good public relations techniques without giving any guidasrtwhat should be transpareithis

needs to be incorporated in international | av
policy prohibits disclosure of i nformation gi
WHOG6s relationSt atie hora dMehlmdrer i nt e r \githouteanyn ment a
consideration of the public interest and no external agpé&diis is in stark comparison to other
international obligations, such as the recently adopted Minamata Convention which requires
Member States to make public information on mercury risks.

There has been some slight progress since the pandemic began. In response to many of these
concerns, the World Health Assembly in 2020 called on Member States to:

1 OHCHR, COVID19: Governments must promote and protect access to and free flow of information during
pandemid Internatonal Experts (David Kaye, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression; Harlem Désir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media; and Edison
Lanza, IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresdi@mlarch 2020,
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=25729&LandbBelso Report of

the

2 Special Rapporteur on tipeomotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Disease

pandemics and the freedom of opinion and expression, A/IHRC/44/49, 23 April 2020.

3 See International Health Regulations, Article 11 (3).

4 For how this impacts state rejom g, see P O6Malley a, J Rainford b & A -
health emergencies: from rhetoric to realyjletin of the World Health Organizatid®®009;87:614618. doi:
10.2471/BLT.08.056689

5WHO, Risk Communication and Community Engageitn(RCCE) Action Plan Guidance COVI®:
Preparedness and response, 16 March 2028;://www.who.int/publicationsletail/riskcommunicatiorand
communityengagemenfrcce}actionplangquidance

6 WHO InformationDisclosure Policy, March 2017. http://www.who.int/suggestions/InfoDisclosurePolicy.pdf
7 Minamata Convention on Mercury, Article 18.
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Provide the population with relisand comprehensive information on COVID and the
measures taken by authorities in response to the pandemic, and take measures to counter
misinformation and disinformation and as well as malicious cyber activities].]

In September 2020, a joint statamhby WHO, UN, UNICEF, UNDP, UNESCO, UNAIDS, ITU,
UN Global Pulse, and IFRC called for member states to:

develop and implement action plans to manage the infodemic by promoting the timely
dissemination of accurate information, based on science and eviteadecommunities,

and in particular higiiisk groups; and preventing the spread, and combating, anc
disinformation while respecting freedom of expression.

The UNGA also included a similar call in its Omnibus Resolution on COVID in September 2020
stating that it

€ re-emphasizes the importance, in the context of public health, of ensuring public access
to information and protecting fundamental freedoms, in accordance with the international
human rights obligations of States and natidegislation, recognizing therefore the
important contribution of the promotion and protection of the safety of journalists in this
regard, and recognizes the importance of the free flounfdfrmation and knowledge,
while taking steps to counter the spied misinformation and disinformation online and
offline, including through the dissemination of accurate, clear and evidendescience

based information, bearing in mind the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the
freedom to seek, receivacgimpart information and ideas of all kintls.

While these are positive steps, a further binding regulation and practical guidance are clearly
needed.

The Country Response: Secrecy and Censorship

In comparison to the uplifting worlds of the UN Secrgt@eneral and the World Health Assembly

and the urging of the UNGA, the situation in countries across the world have been less positive.
Many countries, regions, and cities across the world have declared states of emergency or invoked
extraordinary power$o reduce the transmission of the virus. Many of these measures have an
impact on existing human rights obligations, including the right to information.

Since the pandemic began, many jurisdictions have had a significant gap in public knowledge as
public and private bodies often have not accurately and proactively informed the public about the
situation. As noted by a letter from nearly 1

1 World Health Assembly, COVIEL9 Response, 18 May 2020, A73/CONF./1 Rev.1.
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_CONF1Rewlpdf

2 Managing the COVIBEL9 infodemic: Promoting healthy behaviours and mitigating the harm from misinformation
and disinformation, 23 September 2020p&ittwww.who.int/news/item/289-2020 managingthe-covid-19-
infodemicpromotinghealthybehavioursandmitigatingthe-harmfrom-misinformationanddisinformation

3 UNGA Resolution 73/306, p.29.
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areas of concern include health system capacity and delivery, pobdarement, violations of
health and safety and labour law, inequitable angrépared global supply chains, unfair
competition practices and market abuses, and significant violations of personal privacy rights at
scale through the digital trackingiofn di vitdual s. 0

A number of countries have introduced emergency legislation that affects the public right to
information? These vary from waiving or extending deadlines for responses to requests to more
extreme | imits on the |l awsd functions. I n som
suspended by the courts or regulafors.

Billions have been spent on proearent of equipment, services and vaccines but many of the
underlying contracts remain secfétlumerous investigations have found money given away to
politically connected and unqualified individuals and companies, fraud, and mismanagément.
need for gick actions does not eliminate the need for quality and efficiency.

Many intergovernmental, national, and local governments have closed meetings of their councils,
committees, boards, and commissions. Some limits to-opEings requirements during the
pandemic are unavoidable. Nonetheless, the need for accountability requires that governments
maintain their opemeetings laws to the fullest possible extent during the crisis, especially
because in many cases open meetings are a legal requirement forgadelberations. Many are

now conducting virtual meetings, including public hearings. Similar problems arise for courts to
ensure open justice requirements.

Those who have attempted to reveal these many problentsstleblowers have often faced
serpus retribution for their revelations. Health care workers are particularly impacted by the
current crisis, with many expressing concerns about their exposure to the virus, poor planning, and

1 CISLAC, Coalition to make whistleblowing safe during COVIB and beyond, 27 April 2020,
https://cislacnigeria.net/coalitiei-makewhistleblowingsafeduring-covid-19-andbeyond/

2 For an international survey, see Toby Mcintosh, Governments delaying access to information because of
pandemic, 25 March 2028ttps://eyeonglobaltransparency.net/2020/03/25/governraetdyingaccesgo-
informationbecausef-pandemic/and US Congressional Research Service, Freedonfoofation Act (FOIA)
processing changes due to COVIB: In brief, 27 March 2020,
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46292

3 Brazil, Suspensa norma que restringe acesswariat:ées plblicas, 26 March 2020,
http://www.stf.jus.br/portal/cms/verNoticiaDetalhe.asp?idConteudo=4482§5ntina, Agencia de Acceso a la
Informacion Puablica, Resation 70/2020, 14 April 2020,
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/detalleAviso/primera/227825/20200415

4 Open Contracting Partnership, Findings and recommendations fer &etergency procurement from 12
countries. https://www.opecontracting.org/resources/acticesearcHessonscovid19/; UNODC, COVID19
vaccines and corruption risks: preventing corruption in the manufacture, allocation and distribution of vaccines,
December 2020. https://www.unodc.org/documents/corruption/COYIPolicy_paper_on_COVID
19_vaccines_and_corruption_risks.pdf

5See e.g. UK NAO, Investigation into government procurement during the GO¥liandemic, 26 November
2020. https://www.nao.org.ukfwcontent/uploads/2020/11/Investigatiotio-governmenprocurementuring-the-
COVID-19-pandemic.pdf
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the lack of adequate equipment and protections. They haveibkieqg their careers, liberty, and
often even their lives to expose mismanagement, wrongdoing, and corruption.

Recommendations

The national and international response to the pandemic has revealed a significant transparency
gap between what the publictime countries need and the information provided by the bodies.

1 Member states should make available information and data to all communities about key
areas including cases and results, policies and decisions taken, testing, equipment and
facilities availabe, scientific research, budgets and expenditures, and contracts.

1 Member states should ensure that national access to information and open meetings laws
are not abrogated; public interest whistleblowers are fully protected; information collected
for hedth purposes should not be used for other purposes; Other crucial human rights
including freedom of expression, assembly and association should be fully protected.

1 Amend the International Health Regulations to require that Member States provide
comprehensive information about pandemic impacts and responses in a regular and timely
manner. The WHO should issue guidance for Member States on information and data that
should proactively make available.

! See Samantha Feinstein, COVIR: The largest attack on whistleblowers in the world, 8 April 2020,
https://whistleblower.org/blog/coviti9-the-largestattackon-whistleblowersin-the-world/

2See ARTICLE 19Error! Use the Home tab to apply Document name to the text that you want to appear
here.for a detailed list of data to be publishéttps://www.article19.org/resources/ensurthg-publicsright-to-
know-in-the-covid-19-pandemic/ Pria Group, Governance Statistics in @@VID-19 Era: A PRAIA CITY
GROUP GUIDANCE NOTE, September 2021tp://ine.cv/praiagroup/wpontent/uploads/2020/09/PRAIA
GROURGuidanceNote-Governancestatisticsin-Covid-19-EraFINAL. pdf
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Resilient institutions in times ofcrisis: transparency, accountability and participation at the
national level key to effective response to COVIEL9 (UN-DESA Policy Brief #74 May 2020)

By Aranzazu Guillan Montero and David Le Blanc
Summary

The coronavirus (COVIEL9) pandemic presentgigk to key dimensions of national institutions
highlighted in Sustainable Development Goal 16 (in terms of limiting transparency and access to
information, eroding safeguards to accountability including integrity violations, fraud and
corruption, and restting participation and engagement). However, these institutional dimensions
are also critical to providing a resilient response to the crisis. In many countries, governments,
accountability institutions and civil society are innovating to mitigatetutginal disruptions

while ensuring an effective response to the pandemic. In the aftermath of the crisis, drawing
lessons in terms of the resilience of national institutions will be a key undertaking in order to ensure
effective and accountable government

Introduction

National institutions are strongly impacted by the coronavirus (COGMP The pandemic has
disrupted to varying extents the regular functioning of state institutions, such as parliaments and
justice systems, and affected key governmenictions and processes, undermining the
effectiveness of government action. The need to respond quickly and with drastic measures has
also created additional risks for institutional processes and organisations. Beyond individual
institutions, the pandemiahl increasingly affected whole institutional systems and the way public
institutions interact with people.

This brief discusses the challenges of the COX{fDemergency along key dimensions of national
institutions highlighted in Sustainable DevelopmenalG® (transparency, access to information,
accountability and antiorruption, participation and engagement). It also explores how
government institutions and civil society have innovatively responded to ensure that transparent,
accountable, responsive darequitable mechanisms continue to govern the functioning of
government processes and organizations, thus increasing the resilience of institutions to shocks
such as the coronavirus pandemic.

The Coronavirus Epidemic has Impacted Key Dimensions dflational Institutional Systems

The coronavirus pandemic has affected national-itstions through different channels. In
response to the epidemic, temporary changes in rules and processes have been implemented by
governments in order to protect peopteaisk and ensure the delivery of critical functions while

the crisis lasts. Such changes impact the relationshipsveen people and the government in
multiple ways.

1 (Available online here ahttps://www.un.og/development/desa/dpad/publicationtlesapolicy-brief-74-
resilientinstitutionsin-timesof-crisistransparencaccountabilityandparticipationat-the-nationatlevelkey-to-
effectiveresponseéo-covid-19/)
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The pandemic has created major disruptions to the functioning of governments de anahaf
specific public functions, including policy making, the provision of basic services, law
enforcement and the functioning of the justice system.

The imperative to limit contagion affects the capacity of the state to deliver its functions.
Restrictons and social distancing measures can challenge the working methods and processes of
institutions such as parliaments or courts, where-fa¢ace meetings are required, creating
obstacles for the regular conduct of business and-tfees potentiallyundermining legislative
oversight and lawma ki n g, ' imiting judicial enf orcement
among other consequences. Specific institutions of government (such as the police or the education
system) may be directed to addmpeit procedures in response to the crisis. Restrictions taken in
response to COVIEL9 can also negatively affect the possibilities for public institutions to engage
with civil society. Emergency responses as well as measures to limit the economic intpact of
COVID-19 crisis, such as stimulus packages, can also increase risks to accountability and integrity,
including through greater opportunities for fraud and corruption.

Finally, in the context of the epidemic, some governments have effected broadeyratr
changes in the political and institutional systems (such as the adoption of emergency laws that
allow to rule by decree, and the suspension of individual liberties), which may have tenmyer
negative consequences for public institutions and hunwdris, particularly of marginalized
groups.

Among other effects, such changes have modified balances that existed prior to the coronavirus
pandemic in terms of accountability, transparency and participation.

Using the Institutional Principles of SDG 16as an entry point to Strengthen Institutions in
times of Covid-19

Transparency

Transparency is critical for accountability and for public trust in government. For citizens to trust
institutional responses to the CO\D crisis, they must know what goverants are doing and

have access to reliable information, including: the facts about the virus; the data on the spread of
the epidemic and its impacts; and the public policies in response to the crisis as well as the
assumptions and scenarios on which they based. In the Republic of Korea, for example, the
government provided two daily briefings to explain the evolution of the epidemic and the
governmentds responses.

In many countries, websites are providing +@ale, localized information on the evoloiti of the
epidemic. Depending on the country, these websites can be managed by the government, academia,
or civil society; many result from collaboration among different actors, including the private
sector. In France, in addition to a comprehensive dailetin issued by the government, which
contains key figures on the number of people who tested positive, were hospitalized and died of
COVID-19, a government data innovation hHuktalabi has developed an open source platform

with data visualizations den to the local level. In other countries like Bulgaria, Indonesia,
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Mongolia and South Africa, governments have developed online resource portals to enhance
transparency by providing a singdatry point to information and resources on COMI® In

many caintries, both governments and ngovernmental organizations have taken steps to
prevent misinformation on the pandemic.

Effective transparency requires proactive communication strategies that reach vulnerable and at
risk populations with the informatiohey need in accessible formats. The Government of Mexico,
for example, has created a microsite to provide information on CE&@IDo people with
disabilities. In other countries, natate actors are working to make information on the
coronavirus accessil In Argentina, the Civic Association for Equality and Justice in
collaboration with University Torcuato di Tella and University of Buenos Aires have launched an
initiative to make legal information on COVID9 accessible to vulnerable populations.

Transg@rency is also important at the international level to better coordinate global responses,
share experiences and lessons learned, and support countries to tailor responses to their own
circumstances. Since the epidemic began, international organizationsetmorks have been

active in this regard. For example, the WHO/EU Health System Response Monitor documents
various facets of responses to the crisis for a sample of countries with very little time lag, and
facilitating comparison across countries. The GRVID-19 Data Hub makes relevant data on
responses readily available as geospatial data web services, suitable for maps, data visualizations
and analyses, and in multiple formats.

Access to information

In several countries, response measures have imphetetional framework that regulates the
right of access to information and its enforcement. Civil society has been monitoring these changes
and exceptions to transparency and access to information legislation.

Although such exceptions have generallyited the right of access to information, in some
countries, government institutions have fought those limitations. In Argentina, after the
government passed emergency decrees which suspended administrative deadlines, the Information
Commissioner issued &golution lifting or cancelling that suspension in relation to access to
information and privacy. In Canada, the Information Commissioner issued a message on the
importance of respecting the right to information in the current circumstances, callingaguts h

of federal institutions to set an example.

In the European Union, the Commission and the Council have maintained-diag @i®adline to
respond to public information requests while acknowledging that delays may occur in the current
circumstances.

Guidance and materials have been developed to support public officials and citizens in the

i mpl ement ati on and exercise of the right to a
Institute for Development of Freedom of Information has published guedelon public
information that is recommended for proactive publication by government agencies during the
Covid-19 crisis. In Spain, Accedafo has developed a guidebook to help citizens understand the
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effects of the declaration of the state of emergendyexplain how to exercise the right of access
to information.

Participation, engagement and representation

Strong legislatures are especially crucial in an emergency like the GO¥andemic to balance

power and ensure independent oversight, represerd pl e 6 s needs and deme
legislation to deploy public resources to those in need. However, restrictions on large gatherings,
social distancing and other containment measures have constrained the functioning of parliaments.
Parliaments across thveorld have had to find innovative ways to work around this constraint.
Legislatures in Albania, Colombia, the Maldives, and Mongolia have amended their plenary
procedures to allow virtual discussions. A Remote Deliberation System has enabled, thraugh vide
and a secure personalized app, the continuity of debates and votes in the Brazilian Senate.
Legislators in different countries (e.g., Armenia, Indonesia) are using social media to provide
updates on the pandemic and engage with their constituencidstdiparliamentary Union (IPU)

is supporting Parliaments by sharing cousliyycountry information on how Parliaments are
responding; providing questions and answers for parliaments; developing guidance for legislators
and technically supporting Parliamsrmn remote working methods.

The members of OPeN (Open Parliameietwork) are crowdsourcing and sharing country data
on citizen participation and open parliament paths during CEGMDimes. Parlamericas and
Legislative Directory have published a paperlegislative good practices and recommendations
during COVID19 in the Americas. Legislative Directory has also developed several reports on
how Congresses are working in the region.

As governments have been challenged to respond toctnenavirus emergency risks,
collaboration with stakeholder groups and citizen engagement have generated innovative
responses to COVH19 and helped enhance public trust. Participatory response strategies, the
development and use of new digital platformsl @ools to enable engagement, including in the
collective development of digital tools and solutions (e.g., through crowdsourcing, hackathons)
and the use of social media to connect with people are some of the approaches used in different
countries. In Svakia, for example, the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport has
worked with civil society in developing a website to provide teachers, school managers, parents
and students with upp date information on matters related to education ance¢idaal resources

during the closing of schools.

Civil society around the world has also mobilized and-sejainized in response to the pandemic.
Citizen led community responses have helped inform the public on the risks of the pandemic and
provided esgs#ial services such as food and care. For example, in countries like Italy and Spain
or in the City of New York, volunteer groups have setjanised to tutor children, provide mental
health services and deliver food to vulnerable groups such as oldengers people with
underlying illnesses. These responses can be leveraged by public institutions to ensure effective
and inclusive responses to the pandemic.
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Accountability and anticorruption

Fundamental safeguards of government accountability can BlEenged or disregarded by
institutional responses to an emergency (for example, ruling by decree without legislative
oversight). Moreover, emergencies and subsequent rapid responses as well as other measures
focused on the longgerm economic recovery (g, economic stimulus packages) may create
opportunities for integrity violations in public organisations, in the allocation and use of public
resources, and in core government functions such as public procurement.

Health systems in many countries suffemii systemic weaknesses that make them particularly
vulnerable to COVIB19related corruption risks associated with emergency funding and
procurement; price gouging and resale of pilfered supplies on the grey and black markets;
substandard and falsifiedqatucts entering the market; among others.

Legislative and judicial oversight can help mitigate the opportunities for integrity violations and
maladministration. The Parliament of Kenya, for example, requested and received specific
information from the Minstry of Health on the allocation and use of public resources to fight the
epidemic, the distribution of medical resources and the procurement of medical goods and
equipment, among other topics. In Uganda, the high Court ruled that legislators must pay back
money received in their personal accounts as part of a package of 2.4 million euros approved to
fight the coronavirus in their constituencies.

Internal and external auditors also play a critical role in identifying potential risks in public
financial mangement and procurement systems, providing assurance on transactions, enhancing
transparency and providing critical information and data for holding governments accountable.
The General Comptroller of Costa Rica has developed an online platform to embasparency

on the government responses to the coronavirus, including on public procurement. The Brazilian
Court of Accounts has launched a special programme (Coopera), including a monitoring plan to
identify risks, weaknesses and deviations in the goventhmesponse to COVHRO.

Leading transparency and antrruption organizations have called on public authorities to ensure
transparency to prevent corruption and to strengthen whistleblower protection during the state of
emergency caused by the coromasipandemic. Civil society organizations, such as the Institute

for Development of Freedom of Information, have also developed guidelines on transparency of
public procurement related to Covi®. Leading organizations working on accountability in
Liberia have called for increased transparency and oversight of resources allocated to legislators
as part of an emergency and economic stimulus package as well as of foreign aid resources
received to fight the pandemic.

The experience from recent health and haoitarian emergencies (e.g., Ebola outbreak, hurricane
Katrina) shows the importance of addressing corruption risks as well as integrity and
accountability vulnerabilities, and provides valuable lessons for the present. In a recently published
report, theINTOSAI Development Initiative (IDI) recalls lessons and examples from previous
crises regarding the management of global health funds, corruption over health emergency aid,
and anticorruption approaches in the health sector.
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Conclusion

The coronavirugpandemic has created unique challenges for transparency, participation and
accountability. National and international actors have responded fast and forcefully to these
challenges.

In some countries, accountability institutions, such as supreme audiitioss and access to
information and privacy oversight bodies, have been monitoring and disseminating information
about the impact of policies and regulations adopted by governments in response to the crisis. Civil
society is seHorganising and also plang a key monitoring role of government action and
proposing innovative solutions sometimes working collaboratively with governments$o
strengthen the resilience of institutions. International organizations and networks are also playing
a critical rok, collecting examples of innovative practices and supporting countries in their efforts
to sustain the essential functions of public institutions through different tools, including online
repositories, discussion forums, guidance and knowlbdged prodcts.

Most countries are still striving to limit the spread of the epidemic, manage immediate health risks
and mitigate broader economic and social impacts. As countries transition from the immediate
response to the crisis to longeerm recovery effortst will be critically important to take stock of

how the COVID19 pandemic has affected key dimensions of national institutional systems such
as accountability, transparency and participation, in order to prevent reversals of progress on these
critical inditutional dimensions and to avert longerm consequences on public institutions and
human rights. Together with other key principles embodied in Sustainable Development Goal 16,
these institutional dimensions can provide signposts for increasing thences of national
institutions to external shocks in the future.
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Impact of COVID -19: perspective from Voluntary National Reviews (UN/DESA Policy Brief
#85 originally published in September 2020)

By Irena Zubcevic

9 ewrusmns: | O Nowiaiwe
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When countriegxpressed their readiness
to present their voluntary national

» COV!D-19 is having a profoupd effect on the socioeco- reviews (VNRs) at the 2020 Higbvel
nomic development of countries and the implementation

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development political forum _On sustainable
undermining SDG progress and exacerbating already development (HLPF) in September 2019,

existing inequalities and exclusion. trends towards the Sustainable
» A variety of mitigation measures are being put in place, Development  Goals (SDGs) were

through great efforts and at great cost, to address the uneven. There were some véaable

impact of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of future crises, tendencies globally.

especially for the poorest and most vulnerable people and

countries. It is important to work in an emergency mode

to respond to the health impact, but also to keep the focus _ )
on the longer term, building resilience and using the 2030 In particular progress was being made

Agenda as a roadmap. towards eradicating extreme poverty,
» Multilateralism and global solidarity are essential to lowering child mortqllty rates, advancing
build back better by responding to COVID-19 in a way that gender equality in some areas or
supports the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and improving access to electricity in the
SDGs, bolsters results and addresses gaps in sustainable poorest countries. These advances
development. . .
realted in no small part from the impact
of policies conducted by many Governments and their partners since 2015.

Summary

At the same time, many challenges remained, and even deepened, including the rise in hunger, the
increase in greenhouse gas emissions, peatsistequality, the loss of biodiversity, inadequate
means of implementation and weaknesses in institutions. The SDG Summit in September 2019
and its political declaration were very clear that we were not yet on track for realizing the SDGs
by 2030 and thahd major acceleration effort was needed in the coming ten-jfeaiBecade of

Action and Delivery for Sustainable Development.

1 (Available online herehttps://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publicationl@sapolicy-brief-85-impactof-
covid-19-perspectivefrom-voluntary-nationatreviews/)
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Data intelligence platform

The Government of Bangladesh facilitated data-driven deci-
sion-making by creating a data intelligence platform to mini-
mize fatalities. The analytics help to identify hotspots and
high-risk cases, analyze and predict requirements for patient
management and guide resource allocation (health workers,
testing facilities, hospitals, isolation units, ICT, etc.). They
thus guide the Government in developing timely policy re-
sponses. The platform integrates data of national helplines
and hotlines, epidemiological data, COVID-19 test data, data
of patients suspected of having COVID-19, citizen's self-
reporting data, community health worker reports, mobility
data, and other relevant data to generate insights for deci-
sion making and planning. Advanced-level technology is
deployed (artificial intelligence, machine learning, big data
analytics, cloud technology, etc.). Various data models are
being used to monitor the situation, identify the concentra-
tion and risk zones, and take the necessary measures. The
platform includes dashboards to assist healthcare provid-

The VNRs provide the international
community with insights on the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Developmeat the country
level. They show that there has been a
near universal response to the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs. They also show
that country ownership of the 2030
Agenda is strong and that efforts to
implement the Agenda are unwavering
despite the impactsfahe COVID-19
pandemic.

Many Governments have prioritized the
integration of the SDGs into their
national plans and policies. They have
been creating the institutional
arrangements that help drive and monitor
progress towards the transformation
needed ineconomies and societies in

ers and other stakeholders to make decisions, to exchange order to reach the SDGs.

information and to raise awareness.
Source: Bangladesh VNR report, 2020
Today, with the COVIB19 pandemic,
many of the hargarned gains towards
the SDGs are in jeopardy and years of development progress might be reversed. Existing gaps and
challenges might become mgrenounced and difficult to overcome.

How covid-19 was reflected in 2020 VNRs

Forty-seven countries presented VNRs at the 2020 HLPF, out of which 26 were first time
presenters, 20 were second time presenters and one country presented for the thitd GhteeO

46 reports submitted, 39 countries explicitly mention the impact of the CQ¥9Ipandemic and
many devote a separate section to the pandemic in their reports.

The findings below are based on these reports. They confirm that GO8/tHan underminer

reverse progress in the implementation of the SDGs and disrupt development efforts. The reports
show that small, vulnerable, highly indebted, and towdemendent states are among the hardest

hit. Many countries, especially developing countries amadtleleveloped countries, called for
global solidarity, expressing their need for international assistance. A strong message was the
necessity for a coordinate international response to the pandemic and for cooperation by all
stakeholders.
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The VNRs reportdescribe the health measures undertaken to combat GQO%,IEhe socie
economic impact of the pandemic and related measures as well as the roles of various stakeholders
in combatting COVID19. Countries also mentioned the impact of the crisis on the cooidheir

VNRs, notably the consultations with stakeholders required for preparing the VNRs.

Some reports underlined a point also made by the Sec@targral, namely that, if we had been
more advanced in SDG implementation, the impact of COY@Dnighthave been less severe.

Health impact and measures

Figure 2
COVID-19 impact and care actions

Attention to the sanitary emergency _

Primary Impact Containment Measures Secondary Impact

The VNRs highlight a variety of
measures in the area of health. Some
countries have been making their
national health systems more accessible
and more resilient to adequately combat
COVID-19. Some elabated that
measures include addressing the primary
and secondary impacts of the pandemic.
Regarding primary impacts, sick people
are identified and provided with patient
and hospital care and containment
measures are implemented including promoting hygaem social distancing. Regarding the
secondary impact of COVH29, countries such as Costa Rica report identifying its negative
impacts and implementing response measures. These response measures include raising salaries
for healthcare workers and providinthem with adequate training and personal protective
equipment; modernizing and ensuring timely delivery of medical equipment (e.g. artificial lung
ventilators); increasing epidemiological and laboratory effectiveness; establishing modular
hospitals, isa@tion centers and sanitary cordons as well as digitizing patient data for use by
multiple health workers and providing data intelligence platforms to minimize fatalities. Measures
also include providing health coverage and access to medicine for all {idkegekustria, Benin,
Costa Rica, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine).

3. Epidemiological and Laboratory Control

Other countries report implementing
measures to trace and isolate persons
Part of the national response to COVID-19 in Micronesiawas ~ WhO have been in contact with COWD
the recently passed economic stimulus package, which al- ~ 19-positive  patients, accommodating
lowed businesses within the hard-hit tourism industry to  these people in hotels and providthgm
apply for wage subsidies and receive gross tax revenue re-  wjth quality and safe food, creating

bates, via the Tourism Sector Mitigation Fund. health corridors and disinfecting public
Source: FS of Micronesia VNR report, 2020

Assistance to unemployed in the tourism sector
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transport (Armenia, Bangladesh, Mozambique).
Socioeconomic impact and measures

The VNR reports underline the severe
impact of COVID19 on the economy
and society, indicatig that the pandemic
exacerbated inequalities and widened
divides, with the most detrimental impact
on those who are already at risk of being
left behind (Argentina, Austria,
Bangladesh, Comoros, DR Congo,
Georgia, India, Niger, Nigeria).

The pandemic affcted macroeconomic
stability and, in many countries, made the
debt situation more acute. A number of
countries described the impact of the
pandemic on particular sectors of the
economy. Agriculture, food security and
nutrition, education, tourism, trade,
transport are some of the sectors that have been the hardest hit, especially in the least developed
countries and small island developing States. Therefore some countries provided economic
stimulus packages targeting specific sectors (Gambia, Micronasraes Seychelles, Ukraine).

Many countries created emergency

assistance programmes and emergency

response funds for employers and

employees so as to support sustainable

and continuing economic development

and provide macroeconomic stability

some with gpport from the World Bank,

IMF, WHO or UNICEF. This involved

supporting individual economic entities

in countriesd6 priority

the liquidity-related risks expected due to

the spread of COVIEL9. Measures also

included providing assistance in
refinancing personal and business loans, including student loans, lowering taxes for some sectors,
providing interest rate subsidies, supporting small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and providing
lump-sum grants to preserve jobs (Argentina, Armenia, Briarussalam, Costa Rica, India,
Micronesia, Moldova, Morocco, Nigeria, Panama, Russian Federation).
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