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To answer the question: 

“How can the SDG 

Summit build on synergies 

with other events?” 

I will address four issues 

with the basis in the 

Stockholm+50 Conference

2



3

1. We can celebrate the past to 

promote the future, (but is 

the methodology used 

appropriate?)

2. A process with good 

governance and allow civil 

society and relevant 

stakeholders full 

participation with a voice

3. Have a flexible agenda and 

absorb new issues or topics

4. Push the agenda forward



1 - We can celebrate the past to promote the future –
Stockholm+50 did not, the SDG summit should: 

Make sure all earlier commitments, 

agreements and promises are kept, and 

strengthened

Use the summit outcome as a basis for 

monitoring progress or the lack of such 

development

Use it as a basis for an honest Gap 

analysis

Agree to a strong, challenging and 

daring outcome

http://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/styles/popup/public/stockholm72-opening.jpg?itok=80afsHSp


The legacy from Stockholm conference in 1972 was relevant and innovative

Olof Palme Swedish PM, 1972  /  From the plenary in Stockholm 

It gave the world:

 An institution to deal with the  
environment keep it and develop it;

 Multilateral environmentalism began

 The beginning of environmental 
governance: It was the first time civil 
society was allowed to address an 
official plenary at a multilateral 
conference – this changed the nature 
of all successive UN meetings;

 Environmental law was given an 
institutional home; 

 Science and the environment

 The beginning of environmental 
diplomacy.



2 -A process with good governance and allow civil society and relevant stakeholders full 

participation with a voice – must be part of an SDG summit

 The conference ignored agreed processes to 

accredit and integrate non-state stakeholders 

and created a new process. This precedent 

can be used to exclude in the future

 Civil society felt their voice was not heard, 

and their topics were not reflected in the 

outcome report

 The process was run under strict UNGA 

formalities, which made the inclusion of 

themes and stakeholders unnecessarily 

difficult

With regard to SDG summit, make sure all 

governances elements in A/Res/67-290 are 

implemented 



Despite efforts, the host countries 

refused to add new issues to the 

discussion -

CSD was made redundant by a too 

rigid agenda, which at crucial times 

undermined its integrity and 

legitimacy -

By being intransigent, the 

credibility of the outcome was lost 

By a non negotiated outcome, its 

importance was reduced -

3 - Have a flexible agenda, absorb new issues or 

topics, and opt for a negotiated outcome



4 - Push the agenda forward, 

The Stockholm+50 conference agenda 

was not in tune with its expectations –

people expected a negotiated outcome

With the environment and nature in a 

perilous situation, the themes of the 

Stockholm conference were seen as less 

relevant

The leadership dialogues did not deliver 

as too many statements were too 

prescriptive – few, if any spoke in a 

courageous or innovative manner to 

push the agenda forward



The Outcomes from the 

Commemoration of the 50th

Anniversary of UNEP

 Instead of just St+50, include the combined 

outcomes from UNEP@50, UNEA 5, an all its 14 

resolutions including the UNEA 5 Ministerial 

Declaration, the official 10-point Stockholm+50 

Declaration, including the Declarations from 

stakeholders; civil society and the major groups, 

the Youth and the Indigenous peoples, and build 

these into the thematic and issue-based 

preparation leading up to the SDG Summit –

 This will develop synergies that will benefit the 

Furter development and implementation of the 

SDGs



«Thank you for 

listening»

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes

Senior adviser on governance 
and sustainability policies

Stakeholder Forum

jgstrandenaes@gmail.com
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