
 
                                              
 

      

Climate Friendly Travel – For A Green Clean Future  

Professor Geoffrey Lipman President SUNx Malta 

A brief introductory word about SUNx Malta - the Strong Universal Network - a legacy to the 

late Maurice Strong – the father of sustainable development and climate activist since the 1972 

Stockholm Earth Summit, which he organized. Friend and mentor to both Felix Dodds and 

myself since the Rio Earth Summit, which he again ran. An inspiration for generations of global 

thought leaders and decisionmakers.  

To quote Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNDP and UN Under Secretary General 

“Strong will forever be remembered for placing the environment on the international agenda 

and at the heart of development. He shepherded global environmental governance processes 

— from the original Rio Earth Summit, Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration to the launch of the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity.” 

We created SUN - Strong Universal Network, in 2010, after the Copenhagen Climate meeting 

COP 15 , to keep a focus on the critical intersect of Travel & Tourism and Climate Change and 

to apply Maurice Strong’s Vision of Sustainable Development and Climate Resilience. It was 

originally part of his plans to establish a World Environment University and it morphed into a 

stand-alone entity, when progress on the larger design faltered. We added the “X” a couple of 

years later to always remind ourselves that the Climate Crisis is eXistential. And then partnered 

with the Government of Malta, (Ministry of Tourism and Consumer Protection and Malta 

Tourism Authority, as well as ITS Institute of Tourism Studies) to centre our global activity on 

that small beautiful Mediterranean Island State, that put Climate Change on the UN General 

Assembly agenda, back in 1987. 

This review focuses on the action needed for Travel & Tourism to play its part effectively in 

the UN 2030/2050 Roadmap generally and specifically considers COP 26 as another global 

staging post on the multi-decade green and clean future.  

The reality is Travel & Tourism has to date only been marginally involved in the UN led 

activity on sustainability and climate resilience - the lead industry bodies have engaged in a 

very limited way, with sporadic engagement by company and community champions.  

UNWTO World Tourism Organization, (consisting predominantly of Tourism Ministries), as 

a specialised UN Agency since 2000 has made all the right noises and created a nice website 

to showcase SDG related initiatives but it has scarcely been an active player at national and 

local level, where the rubber hits the road. Nor in the articulation of the kind of radical strategic 

policy changes that are needed to meet the targets of the Goals and particularly the Paris 1.5 

scenario.  

WTTC World Travel & Tourism Council (with nearly 200 of the major private sector players) 

has been more visible on the climate front. It was an early advocate for green tourism in the 

1990’s, ran a high profile sustainability awards program for some years and was an early 

supporter of a Climate Neutral Ambitions commitment, but it’s only in the past year that it has 

actively advanced its implementation programs – partnering with SUNx Malta in an annual 

sector Climate Friendly Travel report and the important launch of a Climate Friendly Travel 



 
                                              
 

Registry, linked to the UNFCCC. It has also recently established new governance structures 

aimed at upping its sustainability and climate game.  

Meanwhile the pivotal aviation sector that transports 40% of all international travellers and a 

significant portion of domestic, runs on a parallel, but less ambitious agenda than Paris, under 

the auspices of the 1944 Chicago Convention that forms the basis of International air travel 

operations and regulation. The lead organizations ICAO International Civil Aviation 

Organization - a UN Agency of governments and IATA International Air Transport 

Association with some 200 Airline members have established policies and mechanisms for 

carbon reduction to 2050 - most notably it is rolling out over the next 5 years CORSIA: Carbon 

Offset & Reduction Scheme for International Aviation. However, to date its ambitions, 

developed through an aviation coalition ATAG Air Transport Action Group are far lower than 

the Paris 1.5 scenario, aimed at 50% of 2005 levels. The major exception are the world’s 

airports under the auspices of ACI, who were early adopters of a 2050 Carbon Neutral goal – 

albeit without taking any responsibility for the actual air transport operations at their facilities. 

A somewhat similar situation can be seen for cruise shipping, which also operates under a 

separate Convention led by IMO International Maritime Organization, with modest targets of 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions from shipping by at least 50% by 2050 as compared to 

2008 emissions. The cruise industry has its own coalition “Getting to Zero” for climate neutral 

research with an emphasis on new technologies and low carbon propulsion. 

Against this background, in 2019/20 together with WTTC, SUNx Malta took a scan of Travel 

& Tourism Climate action. The general findings were that the combined impact of transport, 

hospitality, travel services and all the associated traveller determined activity, directly and 

indirectly, drives 10% of the world economy and accounts for a growing 5-8% of CO2. More 

than 5 billion trips are taken every year, with 80% domestic, using aggregated services from 

long supply chains around the world – that are very sensitive to climate shifts. Our product has 

been built on predictable weather - that is increasingly unpredictable, as a result of climate 

change.  We are a central part of modern life and our disruption is felt across the global 

economy. - we touch everyone, everywhere. And in turn Travel & Tourism is very exposed to 

the Climate Crisis. 

The bottom-line conclusion was that we are not going far enough: fast enough and it’s time to 

up our game. To do this, the sector must seriously intensify both its ambitions and its internal 

programs given its role in global economic activity and social development and that it must 

strengthen its relationship with UNFCCC and the Paris 1.5 Agenda. It also stressed the 

important linkages with all of the SDGs. 

That conclusion has not changed with the COVID Crisis. It has intensified and will continue 

to do so.  

The Climate Crisis is like COVID on steroids and even while dealing with massive human, 

business, and operational challenges of COVID, we must also respond to the crazy storms, 

floods, droughts, forest and permafrost fires, as well as the human displacement, misery and 

conflict it causes. – all of which are indicative of the growing Climate Crisis This year was one 

of the hottest on record – our assault on planetary boundaries is suicidal.  



 
                                              
 

We must deepen our climate response and bend our trend of carbon emission, in line with the 

rest of industry. And we must start now, or our grandkids freeze or fry.  

SUNx Malta – working closely with WTTC, with its sector leadership role - has created a 

“systems approach” to encourage transformation NOW. Turning Ambition plus Action into 

Achievement– our triple A formula for a green & clean future.  And drawing on the lessons of 

the COVID setback - to build back better – learning from the more constructive experiences - 

the less frenetic travel pace from the zoom meetings: the enforced awareness of nature’s power 

and the brilliance of its green solutions: as well as the quieter, more reflective life moments 

from lockdown and cleaner emission realities – where our kids can actually see the skies and 

hear the birds sing.  

At SUNx Malta, we call this Greener – Cleaner Future simply Climate Friendly Travel (CFT) 

– low carbon: SDG linked and Paris 1.5 Pathway.  

• The SDGs provide a 10-year framework for a Green transformation 

• Paris 1.5 gives a 30-year strategy for a Clean transformation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s noteworthy that The UN Secretary General has recently said “all post pandemic Tourism 

should be Climate Friendly” But as Secretary General Guterres well knows, this future will 

not just emerge from Ambitions alone. It will require assessment of carbon reduction, 

measurement, and projection, as well as reflecting national and regional carbon reduction 

frameworks. This will be a central  challenge to work with companies and communities to 

encourage them to readily embrace the frameworks and the metrics. It will also have to reflect 

the SDG goals, targets and indicators, most relevant to their own long-term vision, and the role 

of Travel & Tourism in it. 

As A Primary Action, we have built a UNFCCC linked Climate Friendly Travel Registry for 

2050 Ambitions designed to help Travel & Tourism companies and communities create Clean 



 
                                              
 

carbon reduction strategic and operational plans to complement their Green Sustainability 

ones. Participation on the CFT Registry supports plan development and public transparency; 

allowing travellers and regulators to “Trust but Verify” commitments and avoid greenwash. 

There is a support system with people to help and aggregated web-based resources, as well as 

a Climate Friendly Badge to showcase commitment and good practice. There are also SDG 17 

partnerships to provide outreach for promotion for registrants.  

In developing this new Registry, we were conscious of three overriding imperatives –  

First to align our technology with that of the official UNFCCC Climate Action Registry, to 

ensure that the two systems could interface seamlessly. This we accomplished by using the 

same technology provider to build the SUNx Malta Registry and by working closely with 

UNFCCC technology staff as we constructed the platform. 

Second to ensure that the metrics themselves, that we were tracking, would be identical to 

those that were required by the UNFCCC under its science-based standards. which for the most 

part would be unfamiliar to all but the largest and most committed Travel & Tourism 

Community or Company, who might already be involved with an active climate coalition 

outside our sector. We achieved this simply by incorporating UNFCCC standards in their 

entirety. We added broad data requirements for the SDGs because of their key role in Climate 

Friendly Travel, with an emphasis on SDG 13 Climate Action because of its existential nature 

and SDG 17 Partnerships because they allow us to readily extend outreach. We put much store 

on the SDG 17 network we have been establishing over the past 5 years. The task ahead is 

massive and beyond the capabilities of any organization alone – we must build the green and 

clean future within win-win accords with visionary, likeminded partners, 

Third to hire top class staff, to help companies and communities not only to join the Registry, 

but to work with them to help develop their Sustainability and Climate Strategic Plans. We 

were fortunate to find Dr Hans Friederich as Registrar after a distinguished career for many 

years as a senior executive at IUCN International Union for the Conservation of Nature and 

latterly as Director General of INBAR – the intergovernmental Organization for Bamboo and 

Ratan based in Beijing. We also brought on board Rose Mukogo as Support Services Manager, 

after a long career in government and nature-based tourism activity in Zimbabwe. 

We launched the Registry in late 2020, with support from the President and CEO of WTTC as 

well as the leadership of Malta’s Minister of Tourism.  We are confident that in the coming 

months, an increasing number of Tourism companies and communities will sign onto the 

Registry and that over the next few years it will prove to be an invaluable tool to help move 

Travel & Tourism into the mainstream of global response to the Climate Crisis, as well as to 

supporting the Sustainable Development Goals. 

In looking to the benefits of such engagement, there are a number of clear elements that we 

believe will help companies and communities to improve their operations. These include: - 

• The CFT Registry is the only direct link from the tourism sector to the U.N. Climate 

Action Platform and the Paris Climate Agreement 

• It also connects to the SDGs, to help stakeholders to respond to a wide range of 

environmental impacts. 

• It helps companies and communities develop their own strategic sustainability and 

greenhouse gas reduction plans.  



 
                                              
 

• Lowering carbon emissions should reduce operating costs, improve staff morale, and 

help meet customer satisfaction. 

• Travellers are increasingly going green and clean when planning trips – this is a 

growing cross demographic market segment, with a strong drive from younger people.  

• Words are no longer enough; it needs committed action now. By providing carbon data 

and reduction targets, registry stakeholders will be able to monitor progress and, over 

time, review their performance against sector benchmarks 

• Governments from the EU and US to China are legislating for Climate Neutrality. By 

joining the CFT Registry companies will be able to get ahead of this curve. 

Perhaps the pivotal issue from this extensive list is the importance attached to the Sustainability 

and Carbon Reduction Plans the companies and communities will be encouraged to develop 

and to file on the Registry. For most, this will be new territory and it is exactly why we have 

provided for a two year “development“ period for such plans. We will also seek to encourage 

CFT Registry Members to reflect on their core mission and life goals and to help them establish 

their green and clean pathways, set within the context of national response to the 2030/2050 

Roadmap.    

As regards Sustainability the pathway through the 17 goals: 169 targets and more than 200 

indicators is complex. As regards Carbon Reduction and Climate Neutrality, the complexity is 

compounded by the need for clear metrics that are coherent in the context of a Paris 1.5 vision.   

As a focal idea we are mindful of what Maurice Strong himself said at the Stockholm Summit 

“Everybody's actions are motivated by their inner life, their moral, spiritual and ethical values. 

Global agreements will be effective when they are rooted in the individual commitment of 

people, which arises from their own inner life." CFT is based on this philosophy. We are 

confident that our support services and curated information will help to guide stakeholders 

through the maze of emerging targets, indicators and laws that are on the near horizon in many 

countries. 

Our Secondary Focus has been on Education, believing that future generations have the 

resolve and the skills to play a central role in responding to the Climate Crisis and in helping 

the sector make the fundamental changes that are needed.  We’ve launched a Climate Friendly 

Travel Diploma, with ITS: the Institute of Tourism Studies in Malta, to build a transformation 

support capacity into future operations. Young activists trained over the coming years, to 

become 100, 000 STRONG Climate Champions by 2030 to seed national change makers 

communities in all UN States. Excitingly we will extend the Diploma with ITS into the massive 

Chinese Travel & Tourism marketplace in the second half of 2021, working closely with 

CBCGDF the China Biodiversity Conservation and Green Development Fund. 

And together with partners in Canada (Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association), Europe 

(ITS Gozo), and Asia (Mekong Tourism Development Corporation) - this year 2021, we will 

hold SEYS, the first Annual Strong Earth Youth Summit for Climate Friendly Travel, to reach 

out to a much broader community of young people to help shape the green and clean future we 

all aspire to. This is again designed to place a strong emphasis on the place that young people 

will play in defining and delivering the strategies needed to adapt to the changing Climate and 

its impact on travel. It will also highlight the pivotal role that Maurice Strong played in creating 



 
                                              
 

the global UN Transformational Framework and his continuing actions to engage Travel & 

Tourism in the mission. 

We will also present “The Strong Awards”, with Les Roches Hospitality, to inspire tomorrow’s 

visitors and visited to identify breakthrough innovations that could positively help the sector 

transform. This is a continuation of a longstanding collaboration focused on Les Roches annual 

Shiftin Festival to promote Sustainable Tourism and the importance of full community 

involvement. 

I will underscore our deep commitment to this next generation – whose world is really what 

we are fighting for. And who have such a demanding need for Climate Action now and exhibit 

such determination and positive creativity. We must embrace and help channel their enthusiasm 

and support their just demands for a decent life opportunity. We must look at our world through 

their eyes. And tune out much of our routine business as usual and gradual change mindset. In 

short,  we must be prepared to act now. 

Looking ahead to 2030, through what we call a decade of Climate Friendly Travel and beyond 

that to Paris 2050, together with WTTC, we are encouraging companies and communities – to 

Register, to commit to Climate Friendly Travel: to  fully implement Sustainability and Climate 

Action Plans: to engage with tomorrow’s young leaders – for example, sponsoring them for 

our CFT Diploma and inspiring them in a broader community outreach action to help create 

tomorrow’s Travel & Tourism, with a Green & Clean future that Maurice Strong so clearly 

saw. 

Working with our sector stakeholder leadership – in lockstep with World Travel and Tourism 

Council - SUNx Malta will showcase this renewed commitment in the COP 26 framework and 

to the broader global community. We will engage where we can, as stakeholders and as 

participant in the side events and preparatory meetings. We hope future actions inside and 

outside the sector will then build on COP26 and recognise that Travel & Tourism can and must 

play an increasing role in helping to deliver the Paris Climate Agreement 

 

As Maurice Strong always said “The future will not just happen it will be what we make of it 

together.”  That vision for continuous positive change can be found in his closing words at the 

first Earth Summit half a century ago.  

“ I believe that, as we leave now, we must do so with determination to build on the foundations 

we have laid here in Stockholm. If we do not, then this Conference will have been a brief flash, 

a meteor burning its way through the blackness of space. 

And I believe that we will build together -- that we will continue together to work for the 

achievement of the larger, richer future which the collective will and energies of mankind can 

shape -- that we will together continue our long journey towards a creative and dynamic 

harmony for all life on this Planet. I believe we will because this Conference has demonstrated 

that the United Nations is at the heart of our turbulent and troubled world. It has demonstrated 

that, if Governments given it their support and cooperation, it can and will play a vital role in 

bringing harmony between man and the natural systems, which support this life. 

And if it does, perhaps then it is not too much to hope that it can and will fulfil the hope of the 

UN Charter and inspire a peaceful and just world community in which diverse states and 

people co-operate for the common good of all mankind. 


