
COVID-19: Impact on institutions

Examples of responses to enhance 
transparency, participation and accountability

Expert meeting for addressing the impacts of the COVID-19 Virus on global governance
June 24th, 2020

David Le Blanc, UN DESA



• Brief examines the impact of COVID-19 on 
national institutions

• focuses on a few dimensions of institutions 
highlighted in SDG 16

DESA Policy Brief #74

16.5  Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in 
all their forms
16.6  Develop effective, accountable and transparent
institutions at all levels
16.7  Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and 
representative decision-making at all levels
16.10  Ensure public access to information…



Main takeaways

• The spread of the virus and government responses have impacted key 
dimensions of national institutional systems
• transparency

• accountability

• participation and engagement

• anti-corruption

• In many countries, governments, accountability institutions and civil 
society are innovating to mitigate negative impacts on institutions while 
ensuring an effective response to the pandemic

• Key role of Internet in all this

• Crisis has shown high relevance of SDG 16 principles for institutions to 
analyzing what is happening and providing a resilient response to the crisis



Similar concerns and responses around the world

https://acij.org.ar/novedades/
https://sites.google.com/cgr.go.cr/covid-19/compras-públicas?authuser=0


Examples of institutional innovations along SDG 16 principles

Risk / negative impact Innovations observed

Transparency Lack of transparency on the 
spread of the virus, on 
government response

Single government portal for COVID-19 information, with 
localized data, policies, services, etc., also at city level
Campaigns to combat misinformation about the virus

Participation Parliaments cannot function Legislatures have amended their plenary procedures to 
allow virtual discussions
Exchange of experiences through IPU, regional organizations

Engagement Engagement made more 
difficult by confinement

Participatory response strategies, including collective 
development of digital tools and solutions (e.g., through 
crowdsourcing, hackathons) 
Use of social media to connect with people
Citizen-led community responses to inform the public on the 
risks and provide essential services such as food and care

Anti-corruption Corruption risks associated 
with emergency procurement, 
recovery packages

SAIs have created dedicated programs to monitor and 
platforms to publish expenditures on emergency programs
Guidelines for emergency procurement



Thank you

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/documen
t_gem/undesa-policy-brief/

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/document_gem/undesa-policy-brief/

