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Aims of the study

• Examining specific governance frameworks put in place for the implementation of the SDGs in EU Member States 
and presents the results in 28 Country Fiches. 

• Providing an overview of the activities and policy developments at EU level. 

• A special focus has been put on the role of parliaments in implementing Agenda 2030, both at national and EU 
level. 

Note: Not directly assessing effectiveness of the governance frameworks or substance of policies.

Approach

An analytical framework was developed which integrates multiple perspectives on governance for sustainable 
development. The framework integrates five key governance elements and principles for sustainable development, 
corresponding Agenda 2030 principles, and the OECD’s building block for policy coherence, merging them into seven 
key governance elements.





1. Political commitment & strategy
2. Leadership & Horizontal coordination
3. Vertical coordination
4. Stakeholder Participation
5. Monitoring & Review
6. Knowledge input & Tools
7. Long- term perspective: institutions
8. Activities in Parliaments

• Literature review
• Document analysis
• Interviews (45)
• Grading from 0-4 along set of criteria

Note: Grades are relative, not absolute





Political Commitment & Strategy

• Many countries integrate the 
SDGs into existing strategies 
rather than to create a new 
one. 

• A few countries have also 
revised their international 
cooperation policy and 
integrated an SDG focus.

• A few countries even attempt 
to improve the measurement 
of spill over effects which 
means impacts on third 
countries.

• Only Finland and Germany 
have an independent peer 
review mechanism. 



When it comes to commitment and strategy, only two countries have no 
overarching cross-sectoral strategy, six countries have one but without a 
recent update. Most of these countries plan to revise their sustainable 
development strategies or development plans with the SDGs. 

Seventeen countries already have updated national strategies. In around half 
of all the Member States, these strategies appear to be operational. Only a 
few countries go as far as to link their overarching strategy to the national 
budget. 



Concerning monitoring and review, most countries rank in category 2 which 
means that they have regular progress reports and that they have updated 
their indicator set with the SDGs. 

Only a few countries have defined quantified and time bound targets to 
achieve the SDGs nationally (category 3) and even fewer countries have put 
in place an independent, external review mechanism.



Leadership & Horizontal 
Coordination 

• 13 Member States leadership 
with the Heads of State / 
Government

• 12 Member States leadership 
divided between 
environmental aspects 
(internal, lead by 
Environmental Ministry) and 
the development aspects 
(external, Foreign Affairs or 
similar).

• Overall increase of inter-
ministerial coordination 
mechanisms, and central 
leadership since 2015.



Regarding leadership and horizontal coordination, 50% of the countries have 
put in place visible coordination mechanisms with clear engagements across 
all departments and often have moved SDG implementation leadership to 
the centre of government. 

Most countries still struggle, however, to put in place effective coordination 
mechanisms between the external and internal dimension of SDG 
implementation. We still lack a clear understanding and concrete examples of 
how the universality principle of the 2030 Agenda can become reality in that 
sense
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Stakeholder Participation

• Almost all Member States 
have some form of 
participation or coordination 
mechanism so that key actors 
outside of the central 
government are able to 
participate in the governance 
and implementation of the 
SDGs.

• Prone to “usual suspects 
syndrome” (vs leave no one 
behind)

• Wide variety of formats and 
processes, room for 
improvement.

• EU Multi-Stakeholder Platform



Stakeholder participation varies widely between Member States. At the same 
time, it is the governance element where the highest number of countries, 
namely 8, rank in the highest category of the assessment scheme, i.e. where 
stakeholder participation is highly institutionalized and frequent. 

Many efforts are done to make SDG implementation processes inclusive in 
most countries. However, there are still two countries that show no signs of 
stakeholder participation (for Agenda 2030). 



Knowledge input & Tools

• More and more countries 
seize the SDGs as an 
opportunity to make use of 
tools, these tools seem to be 
still in its infancy in most 
countries.

• Countries that actively link the 
SDGs to their budgetary 
processes are still in the 
minority but the idea is 
gaining momentum (also EU 
MFF) – Promising!

• Having tools does imply 
proper use.

This idea is also gaining momentum globally as an increasing number of 
countries are considering integrating the SDGs into their budgeting processes. 
Of the 64 countries that submitted a national voluntary review during the 2016 
and 2017 sessions of the High-level Political Forum (HLPF), 23 mentioned 
ongoing measures to link the SDGs to the national budget, or that they had 
considered such action. However, these reports are not particularly clear on 
how they plan to integrate the SDGs into their budgetary processes and why 
they plan to do this. For more information see: Hege and Brimont, 2018. 



Knowledge & tools and Institutions for the long term seem to be the areas 
where countries are the least advanced. When it comes to the input of 
scientific knowledge through science-policy interface and tools like 
sustainability impact assessments or sustainability checks for national 
budgets, only a few countries have put more than one tool in place and most 
countries have only created very light versions of it. 

Institutions for the long term are not a priority in the vast majority of 
countries. 



Long-term perspective 

• One of the fundamental 
problems in governance for 
sustainable development is 
how to overcome the typical 
political short-termism of 
democratic systems to be able 
to sufficiently adhere to the 
underlying principle of 
sustainable development: 
'development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 
their own needs

• 13 Member States use a 
mechanism to account for the 
long term.

• Room for improvement but 
also need for better 
understanding



Activities in Parliaments

• Due to the organisation of 
work processes in parliaments 
(parties, committees), it is 
difficult for parliaments to 
coherently address 
overarching issues. Any joined 
efforts are typically 
complicated, as they infringe 
on fine-tuned systems of 
representation e.g. 
rapporteurs per political 
group, and consequently 
makes joint committee 
processes also more political.

• BUT, contrasting, parliaments 
also have, if they want, room 
for innovation and 
experiments. 



Regarding activities of parliaments for the 2030 Agenda, we again see quite a 
variety. There is about an equal number of countries that have so far only 
organized parliamentary debates on SDGs, and those that have one or two 
committees dealing with the Agenda 2030 or have created new institutional 
arrangements. 

It has only started in these countries to include the SDGS in all core 
parliamentary functions - to scrutinise implementation of the SDGs 
nationally, to integrate them in legislation and in the budget. 
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